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Spelling of personal names in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries was not standardised. The same
person could have their name spelled in various ways 
in different records. Mc and Mac names are a case in
point, as is the capitalisation of the following letter, 
eg McKenzie/Mackenzie.

NB: Names in italics indicate sampler girls. Page
numbers in italics refer to illustration legends.

‘AB Broad’ (horn book)  85

The ABC with the Shorter Catechism 27

Aberdeen Art Gallery and Museum  205

Adam and Eve motif  59, 86–91, 121, 153, 182

Adam, John  168

Adam, Margaret 168, 173

Adam, Robert  155

Adams, H.G.  201

Adinston, George  113

Adinston, Lucy 113, 138

Advice to a Lady (Lyttelton)  189

‘Advice to Youth’ (Watts)  195

‘Against Lying’ (Watts)  195, 201, 202
Aitken, Christian 193

Aitken, Robert  193

Alexander, Isobel  176

Alexander, Margaret 51, 53, 54, 71
Alice in Wonderland (Carroll)  192

‘All praise to thee, my God, this night’ (Ken)  198

Allen, Jean  60

Allen, Margaret  75

alphabets  5, 17, 23, 40, 65, 78–85

black letter  85

coloured  65, 66

Irish sampler  53

red and green  13, 80, 84, 165, 173

illustrations  14, 19, 66, 68, 79, 80, 82, 103, 106, 114, 
138, 165

religious phrases  193

script-style  19
stitches  62, 63, 78, 84

upper/lower case  55, 78, 79, 106
wool threads  58

America  1, 8, 73, 145

Anderson, Elizabeth 180

Anderson, Frances 86

Anderson, George  109
Anderson, Helen  161

Anderson, Helen (niece)  161

Anderson, James  180
Anderson, Janet 166, 168

Anderson, Janet  97, 98, 99, 100
Anderson, Margaret 97, 107, 109, 114, 118, 145
Anderson, Margaret  152

Anderson, Mrs (aka Agnes Campbell)  28

Anderson, Mrs (teacher)  118
Anderson, Penelope  180
Anderson, R.D.  28

Angus, Cathren 168

Ann, Queen  4
Annals of the Parish (Richmond)  201

Annunciation (motif)  80, 82
Ark of the Covenant (motif)  114, 120
Arkwright, Richard  24

Arrol, Jean  108
Arron, Martha 186

Arthur, Jean 97

Arwaker, Edmund  198

Asylum for the Blind (1790s)  35

Atholl, Countess of 5

Atholl Crescent (Edinburgh)  55

Auchtertool Female School (Fife)  50

‘Auld Lang Syne’ (Burns)  198

215
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‘Awake my Soul’ (Ken)  197

Ayrshire needlework  62, 65, 71

back stitch  62

Baillie, Agnes  149

Baillie, Elizabeth  149

Baillie, John  149

Baillie, John (son)  149

Baillie, Lady Grisell  46, 84

Baillie, Mary  149

Bain, David  200

Bain, Isabella 200

Baird, Margaret  165

Balfour, Alexander (father)  151

Balfour, Alexander (grandfather)  151

Balfour, Jane  151

Balfour, Jesie 2, 86, 97, 149, 150, 151, 161

Balfour, Sarah  80

Ballingal, Revd John  130

Ballingal, Betty 130

Balmain, Margt  28

Balmerino, Lord  91

band samplers  12

patterns  17, 125, 130, 130–41, 137

Barrie, Alexander  193

battles  68, 71, 149, 179, 182

Bayeux Tapestry  2
Beattie, James  12, 201

Beddowe, Benjamin  192

Beekvelt, Mr (teacher)  42

Bell, Ann 193

Bell, Dr Andrew  50

Bell, Isobell 153

bequests  75

Berlin woolwork  58, 62, 75, 137, 142, 165, 166

Bett, Catherine 173

Bible
ability to read  24, 27, 50

covers  84

Gaelic  27

translations  142

Biblical topics  114, 182

Adam and Eve  59, 86–91, 121, 153, 182

Annunciation  80, 82

Ark of the Covenant  114, 120
Elijah fed by ravens  182

female heroines  8
Finding of Moses  121

quotations see verses
Solomon’s Temple  114, 123

Tower of Babel  114

see also Lord’s Prayer; Ten Commandments
Birnie, Janet  128

Black, Isabella  39

Black, Jennet 91

blackwork design  5

Blaikie, Janet  109
Blue Blanket  21

Blue Gate school  24, 24
Blyth, Agnes 91

boarding schools  23, 32, 36, 39, 40, 42, 50, 195

Boggie, Helen 12, 13

Bonner, Mrs (landlady)  42

Booklass, Isobella 168

Boon, Mally  151

‘bootcloth’ (also ‘boutcloth’)  58, 154, 156, 162
Borthwick, Catherine  35
Bostocke, Jane 4, 5
Boston Museum of Fine Arts  186

Bowls of fruit/flowers (motif)  91

boxers (motif)  80, 82, 91, 114, 134, 156
Boy’s Own Paper 55

Bridgeton Public School  39
Britain  4, 11, 12, 17, 68, 84, 145, 175

Bronze Age  1
Brown, David  85

Brown, Isabella 137

Brown, John Mckerrell  82
Brown, Mary 186

Brown, Patricia 55

Brown, Revd P.  39
Bruce, Beatrex  28
Bruce, George  28
Bruce, Jannet 91, 94

Bruce, Mary  149

Bruce, Michael  188

Bruce, Rachel 148

Bruce, William  94

Bryan, John  82
Brydie, Mrs (teacher)  173

Buchanan, Margaret 173

buildings (motif)  78, 91–7, 98–104, 123
Burgher Church  187, 188

Burn, Catherine 97, 99
Burn, William  99
Burnett, Agnes 50

Burnett, Janet  50

Burnett, William  50

Burns, John  8
Burns, Robert  24, 142, 189, 198

Burrell Collection  7, 12, 205

Burrell, Sir William  7, 12, 205

Burton, Henry  182

Butler, Ann  149

Byron, Lord  141

Calder, Robert McLean  198

Calvinism  84

Campbell, Agnes (Mrs Anderson)  28

Campbell, Bethia (aka Betty)  17, 106, 152, 154
Campbell, Colin  91

Campbell, Daniel  152

‘remember now thy creator ’
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Campbell, James  198

Campbell, Miss Janet (collection)  72
Campbell, Mrs (teacher)  101

Carroll, Lewis  192

Carruthers, Willie  28

Carse, Mary 168, 173

Carse, Thomas  168

castles  12, 78, 97, 98, 99, 100, 149, 155

Catechism  27, 85

Catlett, Elizabeth 145

census  161, 164, 165, 166

Chalmers, Isabella 142

Chalmers, John  142

Chapman, Elisabeth 141

charity  55, 62

clothing, provision  46

schools  35–6, 36, 46

‘Charity’ (Cowper)  197

Charity Workhouse (1743)  35

Charles Edward Stewart, Prince  68, 149

Charles II, King  4
Charles, Miss (teacher)  36

Charlotte Square (Edinburgh)  95

Charters, Margaret  40

Charters, Samuel  40

Chelsea pensioners  40

Cheyne, Mrs (teacher)  36

‘The Child’s Guide to His Letters’ (1784)  85

Christie, George  108

Christie, Jane 32

Christie, Margaret  126

Church of England  50, 142

Church of Ireland  51

College of Education (Dublin)  51, 53, 54, 71
Church of Scotland  27, 39, 84, 142, 147, 187, 190

Clapham Common  8–9

clasped hands (motif)  137, 137
clock tower (motif)  97, 102, 123, 182

Clyde Iron Works  27

coats of arms  4, 93, 94, 97, 104, 114

Cochrane, Christian  101

Cochrane, Mary  179, 182

Colby, Averil  7
A collection of hymns for the use of tabernacles in Scotland

(1800)  189

Collection of Interesting & Instructive Lessons with various
original exercises (Campbell)  198

Collinson, James  62

colours
black lettering  149, 151, 182

initials  149

red and green  58, 62, 71

see also under alphabets
white see white-on-white embroidery

‘Come let us praise our master’s hand’ (Mason)  195

competitions  55, 55

The Complaint or Night – Thoughts on Life, Death and
Immortality: Night VIII; Virtue’s Apology or The Man of
the World Answered (Young)  195

The Complete English scholar, in spelling, reading, and writ-
ing (Young)  194

A Concise Account of the Mode of Instructing in Needlework
in the Female Model, Kildare Place, Dublin (1833)  51,
54

Cook, Isabella 175, 175
Cook, William  175
Cooper-Hewitt Museum  186

copying  72, 75, 76, 78, 84, 151–3

reproduction samplers  203–4

copyright  141

corner motifs  138
Cotton, Dr Nathaniel  190

cotton mesh  58

Couper, James  197
Couper, Jean  197
The Course of Time (Pollock)  201

Cowan, Ann  104

Cowper, Elizabeth 197

Cowper, Janet  86
Cowper, William  142, 192, 195, 197, 197, 201

Craig, Catherine  149

Craig, Gabriel  39
Craig, Mary 39

Craige, Elizabeth  36

Craigie, Jean 114, 123
Craigie, John  123
Creighton, Jean  151

‘criss cross row’ (horn book)  84–5

Cromwell, Oliver  151

cross stitch  27, 55, 55, 62, 63, 65, 82, 84, 106, 125

crowns (motif)  14, 80, 97, 107, 108, 109, 125, 125, 141, 
182

Cruikshank, George  170
Cruikshank, Jane 170, 173

Culloden, Battle of  68, 71, 149

curlicues  78, 79, 80, 106
curriculum  40, 47, 84

A Cyclopedia of Sacred Poetical Quotations (Adams)  201

Dale, David  24

Dale, Miss (teacher)  27

Dalquarran castle  155

Dalzell, Captain  149

Dalziel, Margaret  121

‘dame schools’  39

Damer, Joseph  192

Darling, Jannet 173

Darwin, Charles  185

Darwin, Erasmus  195

Davidson, Rankine  120
Deaf and Dumb Institution (Edinburgh)  35

Denovan, Alexander  193

index
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designs, embroidered samplers  75–145

motifs  85–137

sources  75–85

verses  137, 141–5

Dewar, Catherine 86

dialects  2
diamond centre design  58, 59

diaries  39–43

Dick, Jean  151

Dictionary of the Gaelic Language (Highland Society of
Scotland, 1828)  2

Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue 2, 85

Divine and Moral Songs (Watts)  201

Divine Songs Attempted in Easy Language for the Use of
Children (Watts)  192

Doddidge, Dr Philip  197

Doig, Euphemia 104, 125, 126

Doig, Alexander  (packer) 126

Doig, Alexander (watchmaker) 126
Doig, Margaret vi 126

Dollar Institution (Academy)  173, 173
Donald, Ebenezer  125, 125

Donald, Jean  125

Donaldson, Jean 125

double canvas  58

Dough School  55

Douglas, Isobel 21

Douglas, Jannet 173

Douglas, John  21

Dresden work (white-on-white embroidery)  65, 66, 71,
72, 78

dressmaking  46

Drummond, James (Viscount Strathallan)  24

Drummond, Lady Amelia  24

Duff, Alexander  166

Duff, Barbra 166, 168

Duff, Lady Ann 10, 11–12, 13, 111

Dunbar, May  128

Duncan, Ann 128

Duncan, Elizabeth 106, 138

Duncan, Helen 75, 106

Duncan, Henry  75

Duncan, Jean  84

Duncan, William  128

Dundee Courier (newspaper)  7
Dunlop, Colin  27

Dunlop, Martha 137

Durky, Jane  149

Dyche, Revd Thomas  197

dyes  63

Easdon, Elizabeth 97, 100

Easdon, George  100

Easton, Euphan 170, 173

Edinburgh Advertiser (1787)  35

Edinburgh Castle Female School  32

The Edinburgh Magazine and Literary Miscellany 193

Edinburgh Presbytery Minutes  31

Edinburgh School of Cookery and Domestic Economy
(aka Atholl Crescent)  55

Edinburgh schooling  35–6

Edkins, Jane  50

Education Act 1696 (“Act for settling of schools”)  24

Education Act 1870 (The Forster Act)  54

Education  (Scotland) Act (1872)  27, 39

Education Committee of the Privy Council  39

education for girls  22, 23–43

Education (Scotland) Act (1872)  27, 39

funding  36, 39

historical perspective  23–32

memoirs  39–43, 45

urban schooling  32, 35–6, 39

Eglinton, Lady  72

Egypt  1–2

Eiston, Allison 154–5, 158
Eiston, Elizabeth 114, 154–5, 158
Eiston, Margaret 154–5, 158
Eiston, Walter  154, 158
Elder, Euphans  69

Elegant Extracts or Useful and Entertaining Pieces of Poetry
selected for the Improvement of Young Persons (Knox)
141, 195

Elijah fed by ravens  182

Elijah fed by ravens (motif)  182

embroidered samplers  57–63

designs see designs, embroidered samplers
fabric  57–8, 59
features see features, embroidered samplers
historical perspective  57

stitches  60, 62, 63
threads  58, 62

Embroiderers’ Guild  186

embroidery
defined  1
professional  1, 4, 65, 71, 72, 80, 186

skills  4
The Empty Purse (1857) (Collinson)  62

‘The End of Time: A Vision’ (Ingeldew)  188

England  84–5, 175

The English Reader or Pieces in Prose and Poetry selected
from the best writers (Murray)  195

Episcopal School  39

Episcopalian Church  80, 147, 149

Erskine, Mary  35

Erskine, Ralph  187

Essay on Criticism (Pope)  201

An Essay on Man (Pope)  142, 193, 194, 197, 198

The Essex Review (journal)  7
Europe  1, 2, 4, 5, 58, 68, 73, 175

alphabets  84, 85

Ewan, Meny 36

Ewart, Isabel  89

‘remember now thy creator ’
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Ewart, Janet  89

eyelet hole stitch  60, 65, 76, 79, 82, 84, 106

fabric  57–8, 59

Faclair Gàidhlig (Dwelly)  2
Fairfax, William George  40

Falconer, Jean  36

family history  12

record samplers  148

see also initials; tracing sampler girls
‘Father what ere of earthly bliss’ (Steele)  190

Fawcett, John  197

features, embroidered samplers  65–73

Ayrshire needlework  72–3, 73
darning samplers  68, 71, 71
designs see designs, embroidered samplers
Dresden work  65, 66, 71, 72, 78

maps  65, 68, 69

multiplication tables  65, 68
political subjects  68, 71

female heroines  8
The Female National Model School (Kildare)  50, 51,

54

feminist perspective  8
Fergusson, Janet  142

Fife museums  205

Finch, Lady E.  54

Finding of Moses (motif)  121

Fine Art Society  7
Fingask Castle (Perthshire)  12

Finny, Jonet 11

The First Book of Discipline 24

Fitzalan, Mary 5

Fitzwilliam Museum (Cambridge)  7, 186, 205

Flanders lace  84

flax, spinning  46

‘Floella’s Song’ (More)  192

‘floo’rers’ (flowerers)  73

flowers (motif)  125, 130, 131
bowls of  91

with square head  111, 111
‘folk art’, defined  7–8

Forbes, Bishop Robert  58

Forester’s Croft school  23, 24

Forres schooling  36, 39

Infant School (1863)  39

Forsyth, Janet 45

Fothergill, G.A.  7, 24

fountain with doves (motif)  111, 113
Fowle, Diana  203

Fowler, Elizabeth  36

framing  57, 58, 148, 151

Fraser of Drumduan, Col  39

Fraser, Isabel  151

‘Fraser’s Industrial School’  39

Frazer, Janet  108

Free School (Edinburgh)  35

Frisian Islands  84

fruit motif  91

Gaelic Dictionary in Two Parts (Armstrong, 1825)  2
Gaelic and English Vocabulary (MacDonald, 1741)  2
Gaelic language  2, 19, 27

Gàidhealtachd  2
Galaghan, David  164

Gardner, Andrew  66
Gardner, Elizabeth 65, 66, 93

Garland, Jean 60

Garland, Thomas  60
Garter (motif)  5
Gates of Heaven (motif)  114, 155, 158
Gaugain, Jane  75

Gaunt, Catherine 32

gauze  58, 59
Gayfield House (Edinburgh)  95

George III, King  50, 149

George IV, King  35, 192

Germany  4, 84

Gerrey, Anna 185–6

Gerrey, Mary  185

Gerrey, Richard  185

Gerrey, Sarah 185–6

Gibbieson, Mary  93

Gibson, Catherine  31, 32

Gibson, Mary 23, 24

gifts/bequests  75

Gilles, Agnes  189
Girl’s Own Paper 55, 55
Glaisher, Dr (collection)  7
Glasgow burgh records (1577)  11

Glasgow Exhibition (1911)  152

Glasgow Museums Collection  21, 27, 31
Glasgow Sewed Muslin industry  72
Glasgow and West of Scotland College of Domestic

Science (aka Dough School)  55

Glassford, Ann 145

Gold, Margaret  2
Goodhart Collection  7, 186

Goodhart, Dr Douglas  7
Gordon, Jean  162
Gospel Sonnets or Spiritual Songs (1742)  187

Gourlay, John  162
governesses  43

Graeme, Elizabeth  12, 13
Grant, Alexander  43

Grant of Glenmoriston, Anne  43

Grant of Grant, Sir James  12

Grant, Jane  42

Grant, Jenny 185, 185, 186

Grant, Lady  42

Grant, Mrs Peter  43

Grant, Patrick (Lord Elchies)  185

index
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Grant of Rothiemurchus, Elizabeth  42–3, 45, 57

Grant, Sir Peter John  42

Gray, Alexander  151

Gray, Elizabeth  151

Gray, Helen  151

Gray, Jane 114

Gray, Margaret 151, 153

Greame, Dorothy 13, 14
Great Fire of London (1666)  4
Greenhill, Andrew  35

Greenhill, Elisabeth 35

A Guide to the English Tongue (Dyche)  197

Guild, Beatrice 73, 73
Guild, James  73

Haig, David  85

Hall, Alfred  55

Hall, Ann  55

Hall, Edith Mary 55

Hamilton, Agnes 179, 182

Hamilton, Ann  198

Hamilton, Catherine Ure 40

Hamilton, James (Malta)  179, 182

Hamilton, John (Lanark)  182

Hamilton, William  40

Hammermen  21

Hansard 7

Harris, Benjamin  193

Harrison, Elizabeth 197

Hart, Andrew  28

Hart, Joseph  198, 201

‘Hast thou not known’ (Watts)  194

Hastie, Helen  168

Hatton, Agnes  179

Hawkins Browne, Isaac  202

Hay Banner  4
Hay, Hellen  113

Hay, Margaret 161

Hay, Mary 97, 104

Hay, William  104

Hayle, Judah  12

HB (sampler girl)  13, 14, 147

Head, Mrs (author)  5
Henderson, Catherine 114

Henderson, Elenor 86, 114

Henderson, Eliza 173

Henderson, Grizel 76, 78

Henderson, I 51

Henderson, James  76

Henderson, Jessie 31, 32

Henderson, Mrs (teacher)  23, 24

Henderson, Susanna  200

Hervey, James  190, 194

Higge, Mary 114

Hippodrome (Kensington, London)  182

Hog, Mrs (teacher)  180

Holdway, Helen 147

Holdway, Jane 147

hollie point samplers  66, 71, 185–6

1724–9 group  186

1732–9 group  186

Home, Henry  197

Hone, William  85

Hood, Jess (Joice)  151

Hood, John  151

horn books  84–5

House of Burray, 1710 inventory  13

Houseton, Margaret  154, 158
How doth the little busy bee (Watts)  193

Howie, Ann 114

Huish, Marcus  7
Hunter, Baby (Barbara) 17

Hutton, Isabel 80, 80, 147

Hutton, James  80
Hutton, Jean  80
Hutton, Sarah  80
Hutton, William  80
‘Hymn or Spiritual Song for Young Ones’ (Williamson)

195

hymns  141, 142, 145

Hymns adapted to the circumstances of public worship and
private devotion (1782)  197

‘Hymns for Believers’ (Wesley)  197

Hymns for Children Selected and Altered (1825)  190

Hymns Composed on Divine Subjects (Watts)  202

Hymns etc, composed on various subjects (Hart)  201

Hymns for Infant Minds (Taylor sisters)  202

Hymns and Sacred Poems (Wesley)  194, 197

Hymns and Spiritual Songs (Watts)  195

The Importance of Virtue (Price)  188

Incorporation of Fleshers of Edinburgh  97, 104

India  1
infant schools  39, 47

Ingeldew, J.  188

Ingles, Christian  76

Inglis, Margaret 86

Inglis, Margaret Dalziel 121

Inglis, Thomas  121

inheritance  12

initials  5, 78, 80, 82, 138
see also tracing sampler girls

‘Inscription for my Closet’ (Pennecuik)  194

Institute for the Deaf and Dumb, Glasgow  32

Instructions for Cutting Out Apparel for the Poor (1789)  46–7

Introduction to the Art of Thinking (Home)  197

Introduction to the English Reader or a selection of pieces of
Prose and Poetry: Select sentences and paragraphs etc
(Murray)  192

Inveraray Castle  97, 99
Ireland  8–9, 50–5, 175

IT (sampler girl) x 182
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J & M Robertson (printer)  85

Jaffray, Christian  162

James III, King  21

James V, King  11

James VI (and I of England), King  4, 142

Jameson, George  95

Jamieson, James  24

Jamieson, Janet 24

Jamieson, John  85

Jamieson, Marion 68

Jamieson, Mrs (teacher)  72

Jenkins, Elizabeth 162, 163, 164, 165

Jenkins, John  162

Jenyns, Soame  202

‘Jesus is our God’ (Hart)  198

Johnson, Samuel  189

Jones, James  202

Jones, Janet 202

Jones, Mr (teacher)  42

journals/magazines  5, 7, 75, 82, 141

see also memoirs

Kay, Helen 69

Kay, William  69

Keddie, Henrietta (aka Sarah Tytler)  32

Kedglie, George  104

Kedglie, Maern 97, 104, 125

Keir, Mrs (teacher)  84

Ken, Thomas  188, 197, 198

Kennedy, Anne 137

Kennedy, Jane 107, 108

Kerr of Chatto and Sunlaws, Stewart (Scott-Kerr)  12, 13
Kerr of Chatto and Sunlaws, William (Scott-Kerr)  12, 13
Kettle, T.M.  9
Kildare Needlework Course  50–5

Kildare Place Society (1811)  50, 51

Archives  53, 54, 71

Kildare system  54, 175

Kilmarnock, Lord  91

King, Donald  91

Kinross, Janet 114

Kinross, John  114

Kittochside (East Kilbride)  95

Knox, Vicesimus  141

lace  4, 5, 51, 80

Flanders  84

see also white-on-white embroidery
‘Ladies’ Seminary’ (Forres school)  36, 39

Lady Amelia Drummond school  24

The Lady of the Lake (Scott)  200

The Lady’s Economical Assistant or The Art of Cutting Out,
and making the most useful articles of Wearing Apparel
without waste (1808) (A Lady)  47, 54

The Lady’s Magazine 141

The Lady’s Magazine and Museum 47

Laidlaw, Janet 91

Lamb, Ann  102
Lamb, Mary  40

Lanarkshire and Renfrewshire Fox Hunting Club  179,
182

Lancaster, Joseph  24, 50

Lancaster, Miss (teacher)  50

Lancastrian system  50, 51, 54

Lang, Agnes 190

Lang, Thomas  190
Laurence & Whittle  69

Laurie, Revd John  151

Law, Alexander  31

Law, Jean  123
Law, Peter  71
Lawrence, Sir William (collection)  186

Lay, Elizabeth 192

Learmonth, Alexander  93

Learmonth, Janet 93, 97

Leckie, Janet  100
Lee, Alice  4
Leesley, Sarah 186

Lennie, William  194

leopard  80

Leslie B Durst Collection vi, x  203, 204

Lessons in Elocution or A selection of pieces, in prose and verse
for the Improvement of Youth in Reading and Speaking
(Scott)  188

letter writing  28

Levinstoun, Lady  5
Lewer, Florence  7
Library at Melrose (circulating)  28

Liddell, Euphemia 165

Lily in a vase (motif)  114, 114, 118, 138
Lindisfarne Gospels  85

Lindsay, Christian 101

Lindsay, Henry  111
Lindsay, Margaret 111

Lindsay, Mary 65

Lindsay, William  101
linen  5, 12, 46, 71, 84

white  55, 57, 58, 71

Linlithgow girls  114

Linlithgow (wall) hanging  4
lions (motif)  80, 114, 118, 141, 156
Livingston, Margaret  126
Local Government Board  8, 9
Lochleven (wall) hanging  4
Logan, Revd John  188, 194

The London Magazine 188

long band samplers  5, 17, 57, 75, 185

long stitches  62

Longman, Mrs (collection)  7
Lord High Treasurer’s Accounts (1540)  11

Lord’s Prayer  13, 17, 27, 78, 84–5, 145, 161, 189, 195

illustrations  14, 126, 145

index
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Lovat, Lord  91

Low, Catherine 75, 78, 165, 166

Low, David  102

Low of Forgandenny, Elisabeth 28, 106
Low, James  28

Low, Jean  166

Low, John  166

Low, Margaret 97, 102

Low, Margret  166, 166

Low, Robert  166

Low, William  166

Lukacher, Joanne Martin  175

Lumisden, Andrew  149

Lumisden, Charles  149

Lumisden, Isobel (Lady Strange)  13, 19, 80, 147, 147, 
149

Lumisden, John (cousin)  149

Lumisden, John (uncle)  149

Lumisden, Margaret  149

Lumisden, Thomas  149

Lumisden, William  149

Lynch, Mrs (dresser)  43

Lynch, Mrs (teacher)  42

Lyte, Henry Francis  194

Lyttelton, George  189

McCheyne, Revd Robert Murray  190

MacColl, Ann 17, 21

MacColl, Revd 17

McCubbin, Hellen 164, 164

McDonald, Duncan  120

Macdonald, Elspat 65

McDonald, George  65

McDonald, Jean 188

McDonald, Jennet Riddal 32

Mcdonald, Rebekah 114, 120

McDonald siblings  98, 99

McGilly, A.  166, 168

McIntosh, Jean  130

McIntosh, Mary  40

MacKenzie, Ann  94

McKenzie, Christian 97

MacKenzie, Hector  94

Mckenzie, Hectorina 94

McKenzie, Isabella  163, 165

Mackie, Martha  118

McLucky, Helen 118

McLucky, Robert  118

MacNaughton, Jane 203

Macrae, Angus  19

Macrae, Mary 19

McRobert, Margaret  65

Mcrorie, Janet 173

Madam Johnson’s Present or Every Young Woman’s 
Companion in Useful and Universal Knowledge 190

Madras System  50

magazines/journals  5, 7, 75, 82, 141

see also memoirs
Magdalene Asylum (1792) (Edinburgh)  35–6

Mailer, Janet 86

Mailer, John  86
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser 5

mantuas  46

Manual of Prayers for the Use of the Scholars of Winchester
College (Ken)  188

Manual of the System of teaching Reading, Writing, 
Arithmetic and Needle-work in the Elementary Schools
of The British and Foreign School Society (1816)  47,
49, 50

maps  65, 68, 69, 75

marking
defined  51

ink  80

Marriage Act (1753)  28

Marshall, Elizabeth  161

Marshall, Mary  121

Mary, Queen of Scots  4
Mary of Teck, Princess (Queen Mary)  55

Mason, John  195

Mathie, David  151

Mathie, Jane 151

Maxuell, Jonet 11

Mayor, Susan  203

Mearns, Lillias  170
Meditations and Contemplations 190

Mein of Eideon Hall, Dr Thomas  28

memoirs  39–43, 45

Memoirs of a Highland Lady (Grant)  42

Mercer, Jessie 163, 164

Merchant Company  35

Merchant Maiden Hospital  147

Merchant Maiden School  35

Micheál and Elizabeth Feller Collection ix
Middle English  2
Militia Act (Scotland) (1797)  163

Mill, Helen (Nell)  32, 35

Mill, Revd John  32

Millars Charity School  40
Miller, Mrs (nurse)  42

The Minstrel, or the Progress of Genius (Beattie)  201

Miscellanies, Morals and Instructive Prose and Verse collected
from various authors for the use of Schools (‘The Truly
Great’) (1787)  201

Mitchell, Elisabeth  28
Mitchell, Henry Walker  173

Mitchell, Jean  36

Mitchell, Jeannie 97

Mitchell, Margaret 173, 173
Monitorial teaching system  50

Montacute House (Somerset)  7
Montgomerie, Earl of  72

Montrose town hall  97, 102, 123

‘remember now thy creator ’
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Moody, Gilchris 97

Moral Essay (Pope)  201

More, Hannah  192

Morison, Jean 17, 17

Morrison, Isabel  137

Morrison, Margaret  73
Morrow, Agnes 17

‘Mother’ (Taylor)  202

The Mother’s Catechism for the Young Child, or a 
Preparatory Help for the Young and Ignorant
(Williamson)  195

motifs  85–137

Muir, Janet  21

Muir, Mrs (teacher)  166, 168

Muirhead, James  93

multiplication tables  65, 68, 78, 151

Munro, Ann Wallace  151

Munro, Catherine  75

Munro, Jessie Hood  150, 151

Munro, John  151

Murray, Ann  19

Murray, Catherine 97, 99

Murray, Jean 17, 75, 76, 78, 97, 114

Murray, John  99

Murray, Lindsay  192, 195

Museum of Childhood (Edinburgh)  28

muslin  46, 51, 68, 72, 99

name tapes, woven  80

Napier, Margaret  82

Napoleonic war battles  179, 182

narrow band samplers  57, 58

National Board of Education (Ireland)  51

National Museums Scotland (NMS)  4, 13, 17, 28, 58,
86, 95, 149, 151, 153–4, 185–6, 205

National Records (Archives) of Scotland (NRS)  10, 11,
147

National Schools  50, 51

‘National Society for Promoting the Education of the
Poor in the Principles of the Established Church in
England and Wales’(1824)  50

National Trust  7
for Scotland  71, 95

Nazca culture  1
Nederlandse Maagd (Dutch Maiden motif)  175

‘needle drill’  45

‘needle weaving’ samplers  71

needlework, defined  1
Needlework Development Scheme  7, 14
Neish, John  99

Netherlands  5, 58, 84, 85, 175

New Church (aka Swedenborgians)  47, 123
New Lanark model village  24, 27
New Lanark School  24

New Statistical Account (1841)  27

New Version of the Psalms of David (1696)  192

Newton, Revd John  142, 145, 189, 192

Nicoll, Isabell  190
Night Thoughts (Young)  141

Nimmo, Janet 173

Nimmo, Mrs (teacher)  35, 93

Noble, Barbara  36

Norfolk, Duke of  5
Norfolk samplers  175

Norwood, Christiana 51

Notes and Queries (periodical, 1870s)  5, 145

O’Connor, T.P.  9
Octagons with motto (motif)  114

Ogilvie, Hon Mrs  35

Old Royal Infirmary  97, 101
Old-Age Pension Act (1908)  8–9

Oliver, Agnes 164, 165
Oliver, William  165
Olney Hymns (Cowper)  195, 201

On the Immortality of the Soul (Hawkins Browne)  202

On Needlework (Lamb)  40

Orphan Hospital (Edinburgh)  31, 32, 35, 97, 149

Orphan Institution (Glasgow)  32

orphans  31

Orr, Janet  24
Owen, Caroline  27

Owen, Robert  24, 27, 27
Oxenfoord Castle  97, 149

Palladian-style villa (motif)  91, 94, 95

Paracas culture  1–2

parish registers  147, 161

Parker, Mary  185

Parker, Susanna  185

Paterson, Isobel  103

Paterson, Jessy 60

peacocks (motif)  114, 114
pedimented house  78, 94, 137, 162, 163, 165–6, 173

Penelope canvas  58

Pennecuik, Alexander  194

Perret, Elizabeth 27

Perth Museums  205

Petrie, Catherine  99
Petrie, Helen  161

Pigot’s trade directory (1825–6)  32, 35
plain sewing  4, 45–55

Kildare Needlework Course  50–5

publications  46–7

usefulness  45–6

A Plan for the Conduct of Female Education in Boarding
Schools (Darwin)  195

Pleanderleath, Betty 86, 137, 153, 161, 162
Plenderleath, David  162
The Plough Boy (journal)  195

A Poem on the Prospect of Peace (Tickell)  198

Poems on Subjects Chiefly Devotional (Steele)  189

index
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poetry  137, 141, 142, 173

sources  187–92, 194–202

The Polite Lady: a course of female education, in a series of
letters from a mother to her daughter (1760)  31

political subjects  68, 71

Pollock, Robert  201

poor
classification  47

Irish  50

Poor Law Act (1845)  47

Pope, Alexander  141–2, 173, 193, 194, 197–8, 201–2

Porteous, John  66

Porteous, Mary  104

Portes, Mary 66

Price, Richard  188

Primrose, Miss (teacher)  40

Principles of English Grammar briefly defined and neatly
arranged with copious exercises in parsing and syntax
(Lennie)  194

Pringle, Christina 97

prints, sampler  68, 69, 75

private schools  24, 32, 36, 39, 57, 149

Proctor, Alison  94

professional embroiderers  1, 4, 65, 71, 72, 80, 186

Protestant Presbyterianism  23, 39, 80, 84

The Protestant Tutor (Harris)  193

public buildings (motif)  97, 101, 102, 103, 123, 182

public collections  205

publications, plain sewing  46–7

PW (sampler girl)  186

Quakers (Society of Friends)  186

Quaker school
Ackworth  68

Pennsylvania  68

Raban, Edward (printer)  85

Radcliffe, Charles  91

Raith, James  149

Raith, Marion 97, 114, 148, 148, 149

Ramage, Isabel 17, 89

Ramage, William  89

Ramsay, John  24

Rankin, Jean 161

Rankin, John  161

Rankin, Mary  39

Rankin, Robert  94

reading  27–8, 39, 40, 47, 50

ready-made clothes  46, 55

Records of the Broderers’ Company of London  4
Rees Price collection, C.  7
‘Reflections on a Flower Garden’ (Hervey)  190

‘Reflexions’ (Robinson)  192

Reformation  4
Reid, Frances  166

Reid, James  151

Reid, Janet  114
‘Religion is the chief concern’ (Fawcett)  197

religious instruction  27, 36, 39, 40, 50

religious themes see Biblical topics
Religious Tract Society  55

Renfrew, Margaret 86

Renny, Elizabeth Agnes 82

Renny, William  82
Reoch, Miss (teacher)  164, 165, 165
reproduction samplers  203–4

reticella samplers  185

Richardson, Dr J.S.  152

Richmond, Agnes  27
Richmond, Revd Leigh  201

Richmond, Wilberforce  201

Ring, Betty  8
Ritchie, Elizabeth 161

Ritchie, John  161

Robert, George  176

Robert, Isobel  176

Robert, Margaret  176

Robert, Marrion  176

Robert, Mary  176

Robert, May 176, 182

Robertson, Christian 57, 138
Robertson family of Selkirk  73
Robertson, Susanna 137

Robertson, Thomas  57
Robinson, Mary  192

Rollo, Christian  57
Roman Catholic Church  27, 147

‘The Rose’ (Watts)  201

Rosebery, Lady  24

Ross, Ann 180, 182

Ross, Elisabeth 173

Ross, Isebel 168

Ross, Miss (teacher)  36

roups  75

Rous, Francis  142

The Royal George 114

Royal High School (Edinburgh)  32

Royal Ontario Museum (Toronto)  186

Royal Scottish Museum  150

catalogue (1978)  205

Ruddiman, Allison 28, 86, 114, 153, 154, 156, 161

Ruddiman, Thomas  28, 154

Ruffini, Luigi  72

Russell, Elizabeth 152–3, 155
Russell, John  152

sackcloth  58

St Peter’s Free Church (Dundee)  97, 190
The Sampler:A System of Teaching plain Needlework in

Schools (1850/1855) (Finch)  54

samplers  1–9

collecting/researching  5, 7–9

‘remember now thy creator ’
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competitions  55, 55

definitions  2
embroidered see embroidered samplers
historical perspective  1–2, 2–5

needlegirls see tracing sampler girls
plain sewing see plain sewing
Scottish see Scottish samplers

Sandilands, Rachel 175, 176

satin stitch  55, 55, 62, 202

SB (sampler girl)  186

schools  12, 17, 84

Ayrshire needlework  73

boarding  23, 32, 36, 39–40, 42, 50, 195

‘dame’  39

Episcopal  39

examinations  47

infant  39, 47

National  50, 51

private  24, 32, 36, 39, 57, 149

Quaker  68

spinning  46

tracing sampler girls  173

urban  32, 35–6, 39

see also education for girls
Scot, Misses (teachers)  35

Scotland, Margaret 114, 125

Scotland, William  125

Scots language  2
Scott, Agnes  190

Scott, Ann 63

Scott Graham, Marron (Marion) 80, 97

Scott, Sir Walter  141, 142, 200

Scott, William  188

Scottish Exhibition of National History, Art and 
Industry (1911)  7, 12

Scottish National Dictionary 17

Scottish samplers  11–21, 175

historical perspective  11–13

public collections  205

surviving  13–21

verses  142, 145, 145

Scott-Kerr, Alexander  13
Scott-Kerr, Barbara  13
Scott-Kerr, Elizabeth  13
Scott-Kerr, Janet Murray  12, 13
Scott-Kerr, Rebecca Agnes  12

Scott-Kerr, Robert  13
Scran (charity)  205

The Search of Happiness: A Pastoral Drama for Young
Ladies (1762)  192

The Seasons (Thomson)  189

Second Statistical Account (for Edinburgh)  35

‘See, gracious God before thy throne’ (Steele)  192

Seton, Euphan  161, 162

sewing, defined  1
Sharp, Catherine  99

Sharp, Margaret 137

Shaw, Daniel  91

Sheddon, Margaret 24, 27
ships (motif)  60, 114, 123, 125, 125, 126, 128

short stitches  62

Shorter Catechism  27, 85

Sibbald, Susan  27–8

silk  1, 11, 12, 72, 109, 113
maps  65, 75

threads  58, 62, 71, 80

Sime, Margaret Miller 190

Simpson, Lilias 86

Sinclair, Sir John  47

Skene, Elspet  128
skills  4, 31, 45, 45, 46, 62

Slade, Ursula  186

Smith, Anne  154

Smith of Baltiboys, Col Henry  42

Smith, Christian  193

Smith, Donald  19
Smith, Esther 173

Smith, Mrs (teacher)  118
Snowie, Elisabeth 107, 128, 138
Snowie, William  128
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland  7
Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in

Ireland see Kildare Place Society (1811)
Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian 

Knowledge (SSPCK)  27

Solomon’s Temple  114, 123
Somerville College (Oxford)  40

Somerville, Janet  40

Somerville, Mary  40, 42, 43

Songs of Zion (McCheyne)  190

South America  1
specialist samplers  78

Spence, Helen  36

Spencer, Ann 66

Spencer, John  66
Spencer, Robina  93

spinning  46, 84

Spitalfields Infant School  47

‘spot motif ’ samplers  5, 7, 11, 57

Springham, Ann  59

square box-like stitch  106
Statistical Account of Scotland (1790s) (MacColl)  17, 72

Steele, Anne  189, 190, 192

Steil, Isobel  63
Stephanus le Sampler  2
Stephenson, Joseph  188

Sterry, Benjamin  186

Steuart, Alison 153

Steuart, Anne 153, 156
Steuart, James  154, 156
Stevens, Mrs (teacher)  58

Stevenson, Jean 125, 137, 155, 161, 161

index
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Stevenson, Robert  161

Stewart, David  149

Stewart, Elisabeth 170, 173, 203, 204

Stewart, Lady Jean 11

Stewart, Mary  149

Stewart, Sir Archibald  13

Still, Jean 173

Stirling, Janet  161

stitches  45, 45, 54, 106

embroidered samplers  60, 62, 63
Strange, Lady (Isobel Lumisden)  13, 19, 80, 147, 147, 149

Strange, Robert  149

strawberry pyramids  118, 125

Stroud, Mary 186

Sturrock, Sarah  2, 150, 151, 161

Sturrock, William  161

Sunday School (Hertingbury)  47

‘Survey of Moray’ (1798)  36

Sutherland, Jane  148

Swain, Margaret ix, x
Swan, Isabel 79, 125, 131

Swan, Jean 125, 134

Swan, Robert  79

Swedenborgians (New Church)  47, 123
Syme, Thomas  190

tailoring guilds  46

tambouring  72

Tate, Nahum  192, 197

Taylor, Ann  202

Taylor, Clare  198

Taylor, Isabella 145

Taylor, James  151

Taylor, Jane  202

Taylor, Margaret 97, 151, 152

Taylor, Maryann 2

Taylor, Robina 97, 151, 152

Taylor, William  2
teachers  31–2, 35–6, 40, 42–3

embroidered samplers  57, 85

manuals  54

tracing sampler girls  161–73

training  50–5

teaching systems  50, 51, 54, 137, 141, 175

‘The Tear Symphony’ (Darwin)  195

Ten Commandments  17, 27, 75, 78, 142, 182, 192

illustrations  14, 27, 28, 31, 63, 76, 118
‘The Peasant and Hercules’ (Aesop)  198

‘The Sum of Creation’ (Erskine)  187

The Task (Cowper)  192

theft, unpicking and  12

thistle (motif)  28, 32, 125, 128, 161

Thompson, Mr (teacher)  42

Thomson, Ann 198

Thomson, Archibald  198

Thomson, James  189

Thomson, Mary  175
Thomson, William  76

threads
silk  58, 62, 71, 80

wool  58, 62

Threipland of Fingask, Patrick  12, 13
‘Throughout the downward tracks of time’ (Hervey)

194

Tickell, Thomas  198

Tower of Babel (motif)  114

Tower of London  91

tracing sampler girls  147–73

initials  147–61

schools  173

teachers  161–73

Trades Incorporations  35

Translations and Paraphrases in verse, of several passages of
Sacred Scripture collected and prepared by a committee of
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland (1782)
194

Tredwel, Mary 186

trees (motif)  125

Trenbath, William  192, 197

tress  138
triangular motif  125, 128, 138
Truth in Fiction of Morality Masquerades. A collection of 250

select fables from Aesop and other authors done into
English (Arwaker)  198

Tuer, Andrew  85

Tulloch, Elizabeth  152

Tulloch, Isobel  36

Tulloch, Thomas  152

Turnbull, Agnes 173

Turnbull, Alexander  24
Turnbull, Janet  85

Turnbull, W.B.D.D.  85

The Tyro’s Guide to Wisdom etc (Barrie)  193

Tyrrell, Dorothy 51

Tytler, Sarah (aka Henrietta Keddie)  32

undergarments  45–6

United Secession Church  201

The Universal Passion (Young)  202

‘The Universal Prayer’ (Pope)  141, 142, 194, 198, 202

unpicking  12

upholstery (motif)  137, 162
urban schooling  32, 35–6, 39

Urquhart of Meldrum, William  12

‘The Vanity of Life’ (Newton)  189

verses  5, 8, 78, 137, 141–5, 163, 168, 173

sources  187–202

Victoria and Albert Museum (London)  7, 137, 186, 205

Victorian embroidery  62

Visions for the Entertainment and Instruction of younger
minds (Cotton)  190

‘remember now thy creator ’
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Vitruvius Britannicus (Campbell)  91

Walford, Elizabeth 186

Walford, Mary 186

Walker, Daniel  108

Walker, Isabel  108

Walker, Jean  108

Walker, Margaret  108

Walker, Robert  108

Wallace, John  189

Wallace, Margaret 189

Wallace, Margaret (teacher)  40
Wardlaw, Barbara  101

Watson, Jean 97

Watts, Isaac  141–2, 187, 192–5, 198, 201–2, 202
websites  205

Wedderspoon, John  137

Wedderspoon, May 137

Wesley, Charles  142, 194, 197

The Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647)  27

‘What is Life’ (anon)  198

White, Jean 179, 182

White, Walter  179, 182

Whitefoord, Lady  58

white-on-white embroidery  5, 45, 80

Ayrshire needlework  62, 65, 71

Dresden work  65, 66, 71, 72, 78

hollie point samplers  66, 71, 185–6

white-seam skills  84

Whitson, Ann 114

Wilderspin, Samuel  47

Wildgooss, Ann 103

Wildgooss, Charles  103

Williams, John  197

Williamson, Elisabeth 161

Williamson, John  195

Willison, Revd John  28
Wilson, Agnes 173

Wilson, Elizabeth  79
Wilson, Jean  111
‘Winter: An Ode’ (Johnson)  189

Wishart, Mary Margaret 55

women’s lives, aspects of  7–8

wool  109, 113
Berlin woolwork  58, 62, 75, 137, 142, 165, 166

threads  58, 62

Wordsworth, William  141

The Workwoman’s Guide (A Lady)  45

‘The World with all the Modern Discoveries’ (sampler
print)  68

writing  28, 39, 42, 50

letter  28

see also initials
Wyse, Margaret  202

Young, Agnes  100
Young, E (schoolmaster)  194

Young, Edward (poet and clergyman)  195, 202

Young, Isobel  63
Young, Margaret 97
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