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Dedicated to the sampler makers, 
known and unknown, who laboured to
produce these ‘efforts of an infant hand’

that are commemorated here.
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Detail from 6.35, sampler by Margaret Doig. Leslie B Durst Collection.

Scottish Samplers - 2324pps (5th proof)_Scottish Samplers - 240pps  16/06/2014  16:22  Page vi



Acknowledgements ix

Introduction What is a sampler? 1

Chapter 1 Scottish samplers 11

Chapter 2 Samplers in the schoolroom: education for girls 23

Chapter 3 Plain sewing samplers 45

Chapter 4 The elements of embroidered samplers 57

Chapter 5 Distinctive features of embroidered samplers 65

Chapter 6 Designs embroidered on Scottish samplers 75

Chapter 7 Tracing the girls 147

Chapter 8 Conclusion 175

Appendix 1 Hollie point samplers 185

Appendix 2 Verses on samplers and their sources 187

Appendix 3 Reproduction samplers 203

Appendix 4 Public collections with Scottish samplers 205

Notes 206

Bibliography 212

Index 215

CONTENTS

Scottish Samplers - 2324pps (5th proof)_Scottish Samplers - 240pps  16/06/2014  16:22  Page vii



Scottish Samplers - 2324pps (5th proof)_Scottish Samplers - 240pps  16/06/2014  16:22  Page viii



This book has been a long time in the
making but I hope the wait is worth-
while. It does not pretend to be the last

word on the topic, merely an introduction to
samplers from a particular area of the world in
the hope that others will find them an equally
enthralling subject to study. I look forward to
others doing some more in-depth studies in the
future.

I would like to thank the Publications
Committee of the Society of Antiquaries of Scot-
land and, in particular, Erin Osborne Martin and
Alison Rae. Museum curators in Britain, Ireland
and the USA have always been helpful in show-
ing me the collections in their care. These include
Dilys Blum, Clare Browne, Linda Eaton, Edwina
Ehrman, Rosemary Harden, Carol Humphrey,
Anthea Jarvis, Susan Payne, Pamela Parmal,
Rebecca Quinton, Christine Rew, Alex Ward
and Dr Susan M Parkes of the Church of Ireland
College of Education, Dublin. Since I left the
National Museums Scotland my former
colleagues have been helpful, and I thank them
again for their courtesy and help. Many private
owners have contacted me over the years about
samplers in their care and to them I extend
thanks for sending me photographs of their
pieces. Margaret Swain’s papers have also revealed
a wealth of information on samplers that she saw,
but these privately owned embroideries are not

readily available for others to see and it has been
impossible to contact most owners to acquire
photographs to use in this book. Dealers, those
who sell antique pieces, and needlework dealers
who reproduce old samplers have also been
generous with their time and knowledge, and I
thank Joy Jarrett and Rebecca Scott of Witney
Antiques, Amy Finkel, Titi Halle, Erna Hiscock,
Margriet Hogue and Jacqueline Holdsworth.
Then there are the embroiderers whom I have
met over the years at talks, on trips and at memo-
rable meetings where discussion of samplers has
ranged far and wide; I think particularly of the
two held at Ackworth.

The Internet has been a rewarding hunting
ground as most auction houses now have online
catalogues with photographs; in the past printed
catalogues did not have illustrations of all their
lot numbers. EBay has also proved an interesting
site to explore, and there are several blogs and
some fascinating websites devoted to samplers.
All these avenues have over the years produced
an incredible number of interesting Scottish
samplers, which has made the task of sorting
them out and piecing the story together both
exhausting and enjoyable. Others to whom
thanks are due are Helen and Philip Bennett,
Eileen Bennett, Hugh Cheape, Micheál and Eliz-
abeth Feller, Linda Hadden of The Sampler
Guild, Lisa Haisch, Ronda Haas-Huntze,
Lorraine Mootz, Dorothy Bromily Phelan, Molly
Rorke, Alison Rosie and Jennifer Scarce. Above

ix

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

opposite. Detail of 1.4. NMS A.1994.1328.

Scottish Samplers - 2324pps (5th proof)_Scottish Samplers - 240pps  16/06/2014  16:22  Page ix



all, thanks are due to Leslie B Durst, someone
who has been collecting samplers for many years.
She has a particular interest and love of those by
Scottish girls and has carried out extensive
research on the genealogy and background of the
makers of the samplers in her collection. Special
thanks go to the late Margaret Swain, an embroi-
dery historian who also published widely on
textiles and furniture and wrote the definitive

account of the embroideries of Mary, Queen of
Scots. She always had something positive to say
about even the scrappiest effort and taught me
much about looking at samplers. Nor should I
forget my mother, Annie Davies Tarrant, who first
taught me how to embroider; I hope she would
have approved of this book.

Naomi E A Tarrant

‘remember now thy creator ’

x

IT 1815. 16⅜ in (41.6 cm) x 12 in (30.5 cm). Micheál and Elizabeth Feller Collection.

Scottish Samplers - 2324pps (5th proof)_Scottish Samplers - 240pps  16/06/2014  16:22  Page x




