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Archival Sources
The minutes and memoranda of the Committee of Imperial Defence, 
in the CAB 12 and CAB 13 series, were consulted in the National 
Records of Scotland. Duplicate copies are also held in the National 
Archives, Kew. Individual items from the Stenhouse Collection in 
the University of Edinburgh (https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/
repositories/2/resources/204) have been used as illustrations and are 
referenced in their captions.

The National Archives, Kew
ADM  1/8667/164 1924 Personnel required at War Signal Stations on 

mobilisation. 
ADM  1/8879 1904–5 Submarine mine defence: Naval aspects. 
ADM  1/9505 1938 Defences United Kingdom: Seaward defences of 

home ports and bases: report of Admiralty Committee. 
ADM  1/9848 1938–9 Defences United Kingdom: Indicator loop systems 

and harbour defence ASDICS for ports at home and abroad. 
ADM  1/9849 1939 Defences United Kingdom: Defence of Home Ports. 
ADM  1/9855 1939 Defences United Kingdom): Firth of Forth Anti-

submarine fixed defences: Measures to increase efficiency 
consequent upon torpedoing of HMS Belfast. 

ADM  1/9856 1939 Defences United Kingdom: Coastal Defences of UK 
Atlantic and Eastern Ports. 

ADM  1/10392 1939–40 Defences United Kingdom: May Island, Firth of 
Forth, proposed indicator loops system: requisition of five Trawlers 
as look-out vessels. 

ADM  1/12930 1941–3 Defences United Kingdom: Port defences in 
Rosyth Command: statement and amendments and removal of 
warhead minefield from Rosyth Channel. 

ADM  1/13135 1943 Defences United Kingdom: Anti-submarine 
defences in Firth of Forth: trials, reports and revision. 

ADM  1/15298 1943 Defences United Kingdom: Reductions in coast 
artillery defences in United Kingdom. 

ADM  1/16723 1941–4 Defences United Kingdom: Future policy 
regarding coast artillery: viewpoints of services. 

ADM  1/22932 1951–5 Naval Stations: Loch Ewe, Firth of Forth and 
Clyde: consideration of seaward defences; decision not to establish 
booms in peacetime; arrangements for laying heavy indicator nets 
in emergency. 

ADM  1/25641 1954–7 Port plan for Granton and Leith in time of war. 
ADM  1/28103 1961–2 Trials of medium anti-torpedo net: Exercise 

DRUM FLATS II.

 

R EFER ENCE S

ADM  116/2073 1919 Future of Naval Establishments at Cromarty, 
Invergordon, Scapa, Thurso and Inverness. 

ADM  116/2493 1925–32 Defence of the Firth of Forth. 
ADM  116/4113 1937–9 Defences United Kingdom: Review of Port 

Defences and Facilities. 
ADM  116/5590 1938–48 Firth of Forth boom defences: wartime 

requirements for compulsory pilotage; subsequent cancellation of 
wartime restrictions. 

ADM  137/992 1914 Admiralty: Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War: Grand Fleet Bases: general. 

ADM  137/994 1914 Admiralty Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War. Grand Fleet Bases: Firth of Forth. 

ADM  137/1045 1915 Admiralty Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War. Anti-submarine: Nets, 1915. 

ADM  137/1075 1915 Admiralty: Historical Section: Records used 
for Official History, First World War. Grand Fleet Bases: Forth, 
January-July 1915. 

ADM  137/1170 1916 Admiralty Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War. Forth Defences. Booms and 
defences January–June 1916. 

ADM  137/1217 1916 Admiralty: Historical Section: records used for 
Official History, First World War. Firth of Forth Defences. July 
1916-December 1916: Firth of Forth Defences. July 1916–December 
1916. 

ADM  137/1264 1916 Admiralty Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War. Charts From Papers: Home 
Waters; I, July 1916–December 1916. 

ADM  137/1280 1917 Admiralty Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War. Forth and Cranton [Granton], 
Areas VI and VII, various, January–April 1917. 

ADM  137/1372 1917 Admiralty Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War. Forth and Granton: Various, 
May–December 1917. 

ADM  137/1647 1918 Admiralty: Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War: Charts from papers: Home 
Waters, Volume I. 

ADM    137/1892 1914–18 Admiralty Historical Section: Records used for 
Official History, First World War. Secret Packs of the Commander 
in Chief Grand Fleet, Volume XII, pack 007, section B. 

ADM  178/26 1917–18 Illegal practices in connection with enlistment of 
Royal Marine Submarine Miners: Col F G Scott, Capt J Morales 
and others convicted and sentenced by civil power.

https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/resources/204
https://archives.collections.ed.ac.uk/repositories/2/resources/204
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ADM  186/377 1916 Admiralty: Publications: Armament: Torpedo, 
Anti-submarine and Mine: Indicator Net Notes. 

ADM  244/2 1926–34 Construction and laying of anti-submarine nets. 
ADM  253/14 1950 Admiralty: Mine Design Department and Mining 

Establishment: Reports and Papers: Neutralisation of grounds 
mines by explosive charges: effect when mine is buried.
(Note: some CAB files are listed under National Records of Scotland 
below.)

CAB  2/4 1923–7 Committee of Imperial Defence and Standing Defence 
Sub-committee: Minutes: Meetings 176–220. 

CAB  2/5 1927–33 Committee of Imperial Defence and Standing Defence 
Sub-committee: Minutes. Meetings 221–260. 

CAB  3/2 1906–14 Committee of Imperial Defence: Home Defence 
Memoranda (A Series): Nos 41A–80A. 

CAB  3/4 1923–9 Committee of Imperial Defence: Home Defence 
Memoranda (A Series): Nos 118–170. 

CAB  7/6 1898 Papers: Secretary Colonial Defence Committee. 
CAB  18/19 1898–10 Committee of Imperial Defence: Miscellaneous 

Reports and Papers: Approved armaments. 
CAB  18/22A 1891–1903 Reports by Joint Naval and Military Committee 

on Defence.
CAB  38/1/4 1901–3 Report of a Conference between Admiralty and 

War Office representatives to consider the strategic conditions 
governing the coast defence of the United Kingdom in war as 
affected by naval considerations. 

CAB  38/5/83 1904 Records of the Committee of Imperial defence: 
Amendments to Report of Conference on the Strategic Conditions 
governing the Coast Defence. 

CAB  38/13/16 1907 Records of the Committee of Imperial Defence: 
Revision of coast defence armaments. 

CAB  38/13/27 1907 Records of the Committee of Imperial Defence: 
Invasion. 

CAB  38/19/53 1911 Records of the Committee of Imperial Defence. The 
Forth: Fixed Defences. 

CAB  44/47 1948 Section E, chapter III: History of the defence of the 
United Kingdom 1939–45, by Captain G. C. Wynne.

MT  10/883/4 1903 Foreshores. Assent to construct a pier for submarine 
mining purposes on the foreshore of the Firth of Forth at North 
Queensferry. 

T  1/15865 1879 Firth of Forth defences: purchase of land at Kinghorn 
and on Inchkeith Island; access and rights to mineral deposits. 

WO  32/5528 1918 Coastal Defence: General (Code 75(A)): Summary of 
policy and work of coast fortification in past 60 years by General 
Scott-Moncrieff. 

WO  32/6295 1892–5 Coastal Defence: Report of Joint Naval Military 
Committee on defence of ports, harbours and anchorages. 

WO  32/6355 1890–5 Joint Naval and Military Committee on Defence: 
Reports on defence of Harbours and Ports. Local Committees for 
defence of ports of the Empire. 

WO  32/10376 1943–4 Reduction in Coast Artillery for Flood Tide. 
WO  32/11674 1945 Coastal Defences: General: Investigation of coast 

defence fortifications. 
WO  33/5 1854–8 War Office: Reports, Memoranda and Papers (O and 

A Series). 
WO  33/39 1882 Report of Committee on defences of mercantile ports of 

the United Kingdom. 
WO  33/173 1900 War Office: Reports, Memoranda and Papers (O and A 

Series): Scottish District Defence Scheme. 

WO  33/189 1900 Report of a conference between Admiralty and War 
Office representatives on coast defence of the United Kingdom.

WO  33/381 1905 Scotland Coast Defence Scheme: Part 1 – Forth 
defences. 

WO  33/396/3 1886–8 Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers Works 
committee: reports 33–80. 

WO  33/444 1907 Scotland Coast Defence Scheme: Part I – Forth Section. 
WO  33/491 1909 War Office: Reports, Memoranda and Papers (O and A 

Series): Remarks on the Defence Schemes for the Scottish defended 
ports. 

WO  33/510 1911 Approved Defence Electric Lights. 
WO  33/513 1911 The Organisation and Fighting of the Fixed Armament 

of a Coast Fortress or Defended Port. 
WO  33/515 1911 Memorandum on the Principles Governing the 

Defence of the United Kingdom.
WO  33/626 1913 Approved Defence Electric Lights. 
WO  33/639 1913 Approved Armaments. 
WO  33/697 1914 Manual of Coast Fortress Defence. 
WO  33/706 1915 Annual Return of Armaments on Fixed Mountings. 
WO  33/755 1916 Annual Return of Armaments on Fixed Mountings. 
WO   33/766 1916 Provisional War Establishment: Royal Garrison 

Artillery: personnel required to man fixed defences (excluding 
Anti-aircraft guns). 

WO  33/810 1917 War Establishment: Part IIIB: Manning and 
maintenance details of Defence Electric Lights and telephones in 
garrisons at home. 

WO  33/861 1918 Approved Defence Electric Lights. 
WO  33/873 1918 War Establishment, Part III A: Fire Commands. 
WO  33/942 1919 Approved Armaments. 
WO  33/1006 1922–4 Approved Arnaments. 
WO  33/1186 1930 Provisional Manual of Coast Fortress Defence. 
WO  33/2577 1946 War Office organisational table: Home defence coast 

artillery. 
WO  33/2857 1912 Scottish Command Scheme.
WO  33/3264 1912 Coast defences: state of completion as regards works, 

armaments and defence lights on 1 April 1912. 
WO  78/3548 1895 Forth Bridge. 
WO  78/3856 1904 Hardines Batty. Revision for 1. 9.2" B.L. H.P. Mark 1 

(From Inchkeith). 
WO  78/4173 1900 Kinghorn, Fifeshire Emplacement for 9.2 B.L. Gun 

Mark X Gun etc.
WO  78/4250 1902 Firth of Forth. Record plan of Kinghorn Battery. 
WO  78/4316 1914 Inchgarvie, Scotland Proposal for 4-4" Q.F. and 3 E. 

Light Emplacements (16 Beams) Engine Rooms, etc.
WO  78/4328 Survey Maps of Inchkeith, Scotland. 
WO  78/4331 1914 Firth of Forth Hound Point. Proposed Battery for 2.6" 

B.L. Mark VII Guns. Infantry Defences.
WO  78/4396 1916 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 

Britain: Scotland: Scottish Field Defences. 1:2500.
WO  78/4417 1915 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 

Britain: Inchcolm & Inchkeith: Firth of Forth Middle Defences: 
Record plans of defences on mobilization. 1:2500. 

WO  78/4751 1911 Plans of war accommodation in works of defence at 
Inchkeith. 

WO  78/4937 ND Crombie: Nine sections of the magazine and tunnel at 
Crombie R.N.A. Depot. Labelled ‘Sheet No. 3’. Manuscript, signed 
by M.A. Butler. 
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WO  78/5156 1918–20 War Office Maps and Plans, Great Britain, 
Scotland, Firth of Forth Index Plans. 

WO  78/5157 1908–15 War Office, Maps and Plans, Great Britain, 
Scotland, Firth of Forth: Inchkeith ‘B’ Group Artillery. The 
National Archive, Kew.

WO  78/5158 1904–13 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 
Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Inchkeith ‘F’ Group 
Artillery. 

WO  78/5159 1901 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 
Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Inchkeith No. 3 South Battery.

WO  78/5160 1906; 1915 Firth of Forth: P.F. Cells and Fire Commanders 
Post. 

WO  78/5162 1919 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 
Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Inchkeith Defences. 

WO  78/5163 1916-1939 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 
Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Inchmickery, Electric Light 
Emplacements. 

WO  78/5165 1914 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 
Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Downing Point Battery. 

WO  78/5166 1903 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 
Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Dalmeny, Electric Light 
Installations. 

WO  78/5169 1912 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 
Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Braefoot Point Battery. 

WO  78/5170 1939 Firth of Forth Defences: A.M.T.B. Installations. 
WO  78/5171 1916 Firth of Forth: Inchcolm Signal Station. 
WO  78/5172 1904–5 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 

Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Inchgarvie Battery. 
WO  78/5173 1919 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 

Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Hound Point Battery. 
WO  78/5175 1904–8 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 

Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Carlingnose Battery. 
WO  78/5176 1916–30 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 

Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Leith Docks Battery. 
WO  78/5177 1916–24 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 

Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Leith Docks Battery. 
WO  78/5178 1905 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 

Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Kinghorn and Crying Hill Battery.
WO  78/5179 1907–36 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 

Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Admiralty Charts showing 
defences. 

WO  78/5180 1902–16 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 
Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Inchkeith Battery.

WO  78/5181 1916 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 
Britain: Scotland: Firth of Forth: Inchcolm Batteries.

WO  78/5183 1905–21 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: 
Great Britain: Scotland: Firth of Clyde: Admiralty Charts showing 
defences.

WO  78/5195 1916 War Office and predecessors: Maps and Plans: Great 
Britain: Scotland: Broughty Castle: Castle Green Battery. 

WO  95/5457 1918–19 19, 20 and 21 (Forth) Fire Command Royal 
Garrison Artillery. 

WO  106/44 1901–6 Directory of Military Operations and Intelligence: 
Defence and Operational Plans. 

WO  137/3106 1914 Reported presence of submarine at entrance to Firth 
of Forth. 

WO  166/11 1939–41 General Headquarters: Royal Artillery, Coast 
Defence (RA CD). 

WO  166/1567 1939–41 Royal Artillery: Field Regiments: 155 Field 
Regiment. 

WO  166/1706 1939–41 Royal Artillery: Coast Regiments: 504 Coast 
Regiment. . 

WO  166/1742 1940–1 Royal Artillery: Coast Regiments: No 2 Group 
Coastal Artillery (542 Coast Regiment). 

WO  166/2058 1939–41 Royal Artillery: Fixed Defences: Forth Fixed 
Defences. 

WO  166/2128 1940 Anti-aircraft Command: Anti-aircraft Divisions: 
Headquarters 3 Anti-aircraft Division, General (HQ G). 

WO  166/2296 1940 Anti-aircraft Command: Anti-aircraft Brigades: 
Headquarters 51 Anti-aircraft Brigade, General (HQ G). 

WO  166/2362 1939–41 71 Heavy Anti-aircraft Regiment (HAA). 
WO  166/7128 1942 Royal Artillery: Coast Regiments: 504 Regiment. . 
WO  166/11210 1943 36 Anti-aircraft Brigade. 
WO  166/11408 1943 Royal Artillery. Coast Regiments. 505 Regt. 
WO  166/11409 1943 Royal Artillery, Coast Regiments. 506 Regt. 
WO  166/15002 1944 Royal Artillery. Coast Regiments. 505 Regt. 
WO  192/98 1907–27 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort Record 

Books: Home Commands: Northern Command Berwick battery, 
Northumberland. 

WO  192/100 1907–27 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish Command, Inchgarvie 
Battery, Firth of Forth 1900–1927. 

WO  192/101 1910–16 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish Command: Carlingnose 
Battery, Firth of Forth. 

WO  192/104 1918–39 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish Command. Queensferry 
Battery, Firth of Forth 1900–1939. (Coastguard Battery). 

WO  192/108 1939–14 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish Command: Inchcolm 
Fire Command, Firth of Forth 1914–1944.

WO  192/250 1908–53 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish. Firth of Forth: 
Kinghorn Fort (1863–1953).

WO  192/251 1922–53 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish: Firth of Forth: 
Inchkeith Battery (1896–1953). 

WO  192/252 1931–55 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish. Firth of Forth: Leith 
Docks Battery. 

WO  192/253 1939–54 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish. Firth of Forth: 
Cramond Island Battery. 

WO  192/254 1939–54 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish: Firth of Forth: 
Inchcolm Battery (1914–1954). 

WO  192/255 1939–56 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands:. Scottish. Firth of Forth: 
Kincraig Battery. 

WO  192/256 1940–54 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish. Firth of Forth: 
Inchmickery Battery (1914–54). 
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WO  192/258 1941–56 Commander-in-Chief and War Office: Fort 
Record Books: Home Commands: Scottish. Firth of Forth: Charles 
Hill Battery (1939–1956). 

WO  196/26 1933–6 Coast Artillery Conference. 
WO  199/527 1943–4 ‘Floodtide’: reduction and reorganisation of coast 

artillery. 
WO  199/528 1944 ‘Floodtide’: reduction and reorganisation of coast 

artillery. 
WO  199/930 1944– 5 Reduction of Coastal Artillery armaments in U.K. 
WO  199/940 1940–1 GHQ, Royal Artillery. Tours and visits to coastal 

defences. 
WO  199/942 1941 GHQ, Royal Artillery. Tours and visits to coastal 

defences. 
WO  199/943 1941 GHQ, Royal Artillery. Tours and visits to coastal 

defences. 
WO  199/954B 1943–4 Floodtide: Reduction in Coast Artillery. 
WO  199/1110 1941 Home Forces Coast Defence Committee. 
WO  199/1137 1945 GHQ. Coast Artillery. Defence of U.K. 
WO  199/1171 1939–45 GHQ: Coast Artillery, Fixed Defences: Firth of 

Forth. 
WO  199/2672 1939–41 HQ Scottish Command: Coastal Defence: 

General Policy. 
WO  199/2673 1938–43 HQ Scottish Command: Coast Defence: General 

policy. 
WO  199/2818 June 1941 Fixed Defences: Forth Defence Scheme. 
WO  287/78 1938 Concealment of Coast Defence Works. 
WO  287/84 1939 Manual of Coast Defence. 
WO   396/2 1884–6 Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers Works 

Commitee: reports 1–32. 
WO   396/5 1889–96 Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers Works 

committee: reports 113–139. 

National Records of Scotland, Edinburgh

CAB  12/1 1909–22 Committee of Imperial Defence Home [Ports] 
Defence Committee: Minutes of Meetings, Nos 1–38. 

CAB  12/5 1923–38 Committee of Imperial Defence Home [Ports] 
Defence Committee: Minutes by the Committee Nos 1–38. 

CAB  13/1 1909–21 Committee of Imperial Defence Home [Ports] 
Defence Committee: Memoranda by the Committee 1–43. 

CAB  13/2 1919–22 Committee of Imperial Defence Home [Ports] 
Defence Committee: Memoranda for the Committee 1–49.

CAB  13/3 1923–5 Committee of Imperial Defence Home [Ports] 
Defence Committee: Memoranda for the Committee 1–40. 

CAB  13/8 1938–9 Committee of Imperial Defence Home [Ports] 
Defence Committee: Memoranda for the Committee 266–300.

CAB  16/105 1932 Committee of Imperial defence, Ad Hoc Sub-
Committees: Minutes, Memoranda & Reports: Coast Defence.

CAB  24/231/39 1932 Record Type: Memorandum: Former Reference: 
CP 238 (32): Title: Coast Defence.: Author: M P A Hankey. 

CAB  36/16 1924–7 Sub-committee on defence of British Ports: Home 
Ports: report and Meetings 1–7. 

CAB  36/17 1924–8 Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-committee on 
Defence of British Ports Home Ports: Memoranda Nos 1–20. 

CAB  36/18 1926–8 Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-committee on 
Defence of British Ports Home Ports: Memoranda Nos 21–51. 

DD  27/1209 1948–57 Inchcolm Abbey. Lease of islands of Inchcolm and 
Inchmickery. 

DD  27/1213 1950–7 Inchcolm Abbey. Termination of encroachment by 
War Department. 

DD  27/3715 1962–77 Inchcolm. Shore installations for Firth of Forth 
Boom. 

E  886/98 1862–3 Kinghorn. Papers (including sketch plan) relating 
to arbitration over ground required by the War Department at 
Kinghorn-ness. 

GD  224/514/12 1853–5 Letters by John Gibson WS: 30. 1855 February 
14 Request by the Board of Ordnance to place two  batteries and a 
guardhouse at Inchkeith. 

GD  310/30 1939–40 John Best (Contractors) Edinburgh Ltd. War Office 
– Inchcolm & Inchmickery Islands: Reconstruction of anti-motor 
torpedo boat defences (Conditions, estimate and deviation orders). 

MW  1/439 1922–38 Inchcolm Abbey. Works and restoration. 
MW  1/441 1928 Inchcolm Abbey. Transfer of lease of Inchcolm and 

Inchmickery Islands from War Department to Ministry of Works. 
MW  1/1033 1938–9 Inchcolm Abbey. Encroachment by War 

Department on Inchcolm and Inchmickery Islands. 
NLC  10/3/80 1938–48 Northern Lighthouse Commissioners: Light-

houses: Isle of May. 
RHP  2704 c  1860 Plan of Inchkeith Island, Fife: land feued by 

Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses and property of the War 
Department. Inch Keith Island. Miscellaneous: War Department 
Papers (E886)

RHP  48586 1860 Tracing plan (enlarged from Ordnance Survey) of 
Island of Inchkeith showing ground proposed to be acquired by 
War Department for erection of batteries and barracks. Plan of 
the island of Inchkeith – showing the sites for proposed batteries 
purchased by the government in 1859, with the position of the 
boundary stones to identify the same. 

RHP  93657 1859–64 Plan of island of Inchkeith, showing sites of 
proposed government batteries, purchased in 1859.
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A.VI.1/77  1940–1 ‘Zalacznik do planu obrony Nr 1 [addendum to 
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