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is plain. Cylindrical shank, slightly bent forward at about a third of 
its length from the tip. Alloy: PbAe (trace Zn). Length: 46.5mm; 
thickness: 6.5mm; head dimensions: 7mm × 7mm; shank length: 
41.5mm, diameter: 2.5mm; weight: 1.67g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF740 (illus 5.41, 5.42) Beaded and corrugated pin with three 
beads; rear is a plain bar with a couple of apparently random 
incisions behind the beaded portion but not correlated with it. 
Shank slightly swollen in centre. Head parallel to shank. Alloy: 
PbG. Length: 49mm; thickness: 6mm; head dimensions: 7.5mm × 
8mm; shank length: 44.5mm, diameter: 2.5–3mm; weight: 2.35g. 
Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square C8.

SF741 (illus 5.44) Intact pin with simple proto-zoomorphic head: 
a flat circular boss with ‘duck-bill’ moulding. The rear of the head 
is flat. It was deposited inside a bone cylinder (SF823; see section 
5.3.7). Alloy: B. Length: 129mm; head length: 8mm, width: 
4.5mm, thickness: 3.5mm; shank diameter: 3mm; weight: 3.96g. 
Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square C7/8.

SF750 (illus 5.44) Pin with a rectangular head perforated to take 
a spiral ring of 1.25 turns. Grooving on the top and sides of the 
head (from shank to perforation) creates a zoomorphic 
appearance like two duck bills. The top of the shaft is ribbed 
with alternate broad and narrow bands over the first 12.5mm; 
there are six broad bands. The tip is slightly bent from use. 
Alloy: Cu-Ag-Sn. Length: 52mm; head dimensions: 7mm  × 
4mm × 2.2mm; shank diameter: 2.5mm; ring diameter: 6mm; 
rod diameter: 1mm; weight: 1.89g. Unphased, Context: Benton 
Layer 1, grid square D4.

SF756 (illus 5.44) Pin shank, cleanly broken in antiquity; extreme 
tip lacking. Alloy: PbG. Length: 26mm; diameter: 2mm; weight: 
0.41g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF114 (not illustrated) Tapered cylindrical pin shank, ends 
corroded. Length: 32.5mm; diameter: 3mm; weight: 1.03g. Phase: 
2/3, Block: 2.7, Context: IIb5.

Other personal ornaments

SF742 (illus 5.45) Intact zoomorphic penannular brooch, lacking 
only the extreme pin tip. Type D1, with the rectangular terminals 
folded back, flattened and decorated to create beast heads by 
punching lateral V-notches to evoke eyes and nostrils. The hoop 
is a flat rectangle in section with rounded edges. Both faces were 
decorated, though these are much worn by heavy use. The front 
side has a regular series of V-notches on the inner and outer 
edges; it is possible they were once joined by transverse grooves 
to create a ribbed eÉect, but these have been lost to wear if it was 
the case. The rear shows a regular series of angled indents. The 
brooch was not attached when deposited as the hoop sits over the 
pin. The latter is a circular-sectioned wire, bowed in the centre, 
with the tip recently broken and the other end flattened and 
coiled to create a head. Alloy: PbAe (hoop and pin). Hoop 
dimensions: 29mm × 32mm; section dimensions: 2.5mm × 1mm; 
pin length: 30mm, diameter: 2mm; weight: 3.21g. Unphased, 
Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square B6.

SF759 (illus 5.45) Fine broken finger ring with slipknot fixing, 
the ends coiled (in two turns) around the fine circular rod to 
secure the sliding fixing. Alloy: PbB. External diameter: 20mm 
(distorted); rod diameter: 1mm; weight: 0.49g. Unphased, 
Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square B3.

SF761 (illus 5.45) Decorated finger ring. Oval-sectioned 
penannular hoop with tapered squared-oÉ terminals decorated 
on the outer surface with two and four incised transverse grooves. 
Alloy: PbAe. External diameter: 21.5mm  × 18mm; internal 
diameter: 19mm × 15.5mm; section dimensions: 2.2mm × 1mm; 
weight: 0.81g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF765 (illus 5.45) Spiral finger ring made of D-sectioned rod; 
both ends lost in recent damage. It is rather squashed and corroded, 
rendering details unclear, but it appears to be a single ring with 
five or six turns. Alloy: Ae. External diameter: 16mm × 17mm; 
height: 6mm; rod height: 1.2mm, width: 0.5–1mm; weight: 
1.55g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square B3.

SF756

SF741 SF750

0 5cm

Illus 5.44

Illustration 5.44
Other non-ferrous pins
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Toilet instruments
SF717 (illus 5.46, 5.47) Simple tweezers, the rectangular-sectioned 
arms expanding smoothly into the plain head and to the tips, one 
of which is near-straight, the other curved out and then in, creating 
an unusual asymmetry. Alloy: PbB. Length: 40mm; tip width: 
5mm; arm section: 2.5mm × 1.5mm; head width: 4mm; weight: 
2.3g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square C5.

SF743 (illus 5.46, 5.47) Pair of tweezers with teardrop head 
slightly ribbed on exterior; otherwise plain. Arms narrow slightly 
from the head and swell slightly to the incurved tip. Alloy: Ae. 
Length: 30mm; width: 8.5mm; head width: 6.5mm, thickness: 
5.5mm; strip thickness: 1mm; weight: 2.27g. Unphased, Context: 
Benton Layer 1, grid square C5.

SF744 (illus 5.46, 5.47) Very well-made pair of tweezers. Teardrop 
head made from a flat strip which narrows into rounded arms 
with very neatly faceted section, then expands to incurved tips 
with a flat section. Tiny fragment of fibrous organic material 
(unidentified) on inside of head. Alloy: PbAe. Length: 36mm; 
width: 9mm; tip width: 3mm; arm thickness: 2mm; weight: 
1.81g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square C5.

SF745 (illus 5.46, 5.47) Pair of silver tweezers with suspension 
ring; part of one arm lost in modern break. The narrow 
rectangular-sectioned arm broadens and splays to the inturned 
tip. The head is clearly diÉerentiated by being broader and 
decorated with a triple rib. Spiral attachment ring (part lost). 
Alloy: Ag. Shank length: 42.5mm; arm section: 1.5mm × 1mm; 
tip width: 3mm; ring diameter: 6mm, height: 3mm; wire 
diameter: 1mm; weight: 1.41g. Unphased, Context: Benton 
Layer 1, grid square B3.

SF746 (illus 5.46, 5.47) Pair of tweezers with suspension ring; one 
arm lost in modern break. Plain strip with central channel over 
head; slightly expands and bends to incurved tip. Butted 
penannular suspension ring with squared terminals. Alloy: PbG. 
Length: 29.5mm; width: 2.5–4mm; ring diameter: 11mm; rod 
diameter: 2mm; weight: 1.32g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 
1, grid square D1.

SF747 (illus 5.46, 5.47) Arm from a pair of tweezers, neatly broken 
below the head, perhaps deliberately. Expands gradually to inturned 
end, the tip chamfered. Decorated with roughly incised transverse 
groove below the head and a more neatly incised saltire bounded 
by transverse grooves in a sunken panel near the tip. Alloy: G (low 
Zn). Length: 35mm; width: 2.5–4mm; thickness: 1.5mm; weight: 
0.88g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square B1.

SF748 (illus 5.46, 5.47) Nail cleaner. Square-sectioned S-twist 
shank ending in a forked tip, slightly rounded. At the top of the 
shaft a pair of concave-sided mouldings lead into a rounded flat 
terminal perforated for a suspension ring, itself with a further 
penannular ring attached. The concave mouldings give a hint of 
zoomorphism. Over the top 10mm, the edges of the shaft are 
decoratively serrated. Alloy: B (trace Pb, Sn). Length: 44mm; 
head dimensions: 10mm × 4.5mm × 3mm; shank width: 2.7mm; 
ring diameters: 6mm; wire diameter: 1mm; weight: 1.87g. 
Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square B3.

SF749 (illus 5.46) Nail pick? Pin-like object with ringed head 
containing a penannular circular-sectioned attachment ring with 
butted ends. It has been bent through almost 90° at about three-
fifths of its length. The angle implies this was deliberate destruction, 
not a retaining bend. Cylindrical shank, tapering to the tip. The 
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Copper alloy personal ornaments
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form has proved diÊcult to parallel among pins and the object 
seems more likely to be a toilet instrument. Alloy: Cu-Ag-Zn-Sn. 
Unbent length: 59mm; shank diameter: 2.5mm; head diameter: 
4.5mm; ring diameter: 6.5mm; wire diameter: 1mm; weight: 
1.97g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D4.

SF751 (illus 5.46) Nail pick with circular-sectioned shank; bar 
moulding at junction with pierced discoidal head. Very slight 
longitudinal curve. Alloy: Cu-Ag-Zn-Sn. Length: 50mm; shank 
diameter: 2mm; head/bar length: 5mm, diameter: 4mm; weight: 
1.16g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D3.

SF755 (illus 5.46) Nail file? Square-sectioned bar with slightly 
rounded corners, tapering to a fine point at one end. The other 
end is broken (modern) at the point where the square section is 
stepped into a circular section. Corrosion obscures details, but 
one cleaned surface has transverse ribbing, suggesting identification 
as a fine nail file, broken at the suspension loop. Alloy: PbAe. 
Dimensions: 33mm × 4mm × 3mm; circular section diameter: 
3mm; weight: 1.27g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF778 (illus 5.46) Bar bent into a slightly asymmetrical U-shape 
with one end splayed, suggesting these represent an unfinished 

SF744 SF746SF745

SF778SF755
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Roman silver (SF745) and copper alloy toilet instruments
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pair of tweezers. Alloy: PbAe/PbG. Length: 48mm; width: 
13mm; bar dimensions: 4.5mm × 2mm; splayed tip width: 7mm; 
weight: 5.1g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square C6.

Tools
SF752 (illus 5.48) Needle, broken across the elongated eye, 
perhaps deliberately. Oval-sectioned head leading into circular-
sectioned shank which has slight longitudinal bend. Alloy: PbG. 
Length: 43mm; head dimensions: 3mm  × 1.5mm; shank 
diameter: 2mm; weight: 0.7g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 
1, grid square D5.

SF753 (illus 5.48) Needle, with part of the head and tip lost in old 
breaks. Oval-sectioned shank, slightly expanding into elongated 
eye. Alloy: PbG. Length: 40.5mm; head dimensions: 3.5mm × 
1mm; shank dimensions: 2mm  × 1.5mm; weight: 0.67g. 
Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square C5.

SF782 (illus 5.49) Plano-convex lead spindle whorl, the surface 
very corroded but with a slight lip around the perforation on the 
upper surface and slight hollow on the lower. Edges damaged. 
Alloy: Pb. External diameter: 27mm; height: 12mm; perforation 
diameter: 7mm; weight: 36.3g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF792 (illus 5.49) Discoidal lead whorl, in form a flat cone with 
the underside markedly sunken apart from a raised lip. Central 
perforation. An unusual form. Alloy: Pb. External diameter: 
26.5mm; thickness: 8mm; perforation diameter: 5mm; weight: 
20.2g. Unphased, Unstratified.

Domestic
SF779 (illus 5.50) Padlock key formed from a strip, broken and 
distorted at narrower end, which expands along its length and 
steps out into a square head bent through 90°. This has a square 
central perforation (width: 4.5mm) which would slip over the 
padlock barbs to squeeze them flat and allow it to be released. 
The perforation is consistent with the padlock bolt (SF780). 
Alloy: PbAe/PbG. Length: 51mm; handle width: 4–5.5mm, 
thickness: 1.5mm; head dimensions: 9mm  × 7mm; weight: 
2.22g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D4.

SF780 (illus 5.50) Padlock leaf spring. L-shaped square-sectioned 
bar with a perforated loop at one end (loop diameter: 9mm; 
perforation diameter: 4mm), which would allow the spring to slide 
into the lock. The other end has two barbs fixed to it, one with a 
broken terminal. Their uneven outline indicates extended use, and 
one is a replacement with a fresh strip of copper alloy laid over the 
old barb and round the tip to retain it. A rectangular washer with 
rounded corners sits at the corner of the bar to strengthen the gap 
through which the barb was withdrawn. The space between barb 
and washer is only 3mm. Alloy: PbG. Arm dimensions: 27.5mm × 
37mm  × 4.5mm square; washer dimensions: 15mm  × 12mm; 
weight: 8.37g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square A5.

SF781 (illus 5.50) OÉset junction from a Roman spoon. Square-
sectioned bar, twisted and broken at one end, forked at the other 
with both arms twisted and broken. One arm preserves an elbow 
junction before the break, with hints of a zoomorphic design. 
The upper surface bears a worn impressed inscription, its reading 

Illus 5.47

Illustration 5.47
Photograph of selected Roman non-ferrous toilet instruments. Top row, 
bottom left–top right: SF717, SF744, SF743; bottom row, bottom left–top 

right: SF746, SF747, SF748, SF745
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extremely uncertain. Benton (1931: 193) gave ‘tres’ with 
hesitation, although Collingwood and Wright (1991b: 2433.17) 
preferred ‘[. . .]spilv[. . .]’ or ‘[. . .]vlips[. . .]’. Re-examination 
suggests that Benton’s reading was closer; the Collingwood and 
Wright reading requires two letters to be retrograde, but a more 
convincing reading comes from turning it through 180o. 
Collingwood and Wright’s V is probably an A, the L is clearly a 
T, the I remains an I, the retrograde P is actually an E (its lower 
bar on the edge of the spoon) and the S (hard to see) remains the 
same. This gives ‘[ . . . ]aties[. . .]’, the first and last uncertain 
with corrosion, with hints of further letters lost to corrosion at the 
start. The meaning is no clearer and the reading is far from 
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certain, but it seems likely to be a personal name. Other spoons 
have good luck inscriptions, vtere felix in several variants, but 
this is harder to reconstruct from the worn and battered letters 
surviving here. (I am grateful to Roger Tomlin for discussion of 
this item.) Alloy: Cu-Ag-Sn. Length: 31.5mm; max. height: 
8.5mm; bar dimensions: 4mm × 3mm; weight: 3.88g. Unphased, 
Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square A1.

Weapon
SF777 (illus 5.51) Plain cast hilt guard, pointed oval in plan, 
rectangular section. Alloy: PbAe. Length: 53mm; width: 11.5mm; 
height: 5.5mm; inferred blade width: 44mm; thickness: 6mm. 
Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square A0.

Fasteners
SF718 (not illustrated) Small penannular ring, the ends almost 
butting. Catalogued and drawn in Elgin by McIntyre (1977: 76, 
no. 181) but currently missing. Dimensions: 11mm × 12mm × 
2mm. Unphased, Context: Unknown.

SF719 (not illustrated) Small penannular ring, the ends almost 
butting. Catalogued and drawn in Elgin by McIntyre (1977: 76, 
no. 182) but currently missing. Dimensions: 11mm × 12mm × 
2mm. Unphased, Context: Unknown.

SF720 (not illustrated) Small penannular ring; damaged. 
Catalogued and drawn in Elgin by McIntyre (1977: 76, no. 183) 
but currently missing. Dimensions: 9mm  × 10mm  × 2mm. 
Unphased, Context: Unknown.

SF758 (illus 5.52) Penannular ring, circular-sectioned, the squared 
ends almost butting; some hammermarks from forging. Alloy: 
PbG. Diameter: 31mm  × 30mm; rod diameter: 4mm; weight: 
7.62g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square B7.

SF760 (illus 5.52) Circular-sectioned penannular ring with 
squared terminals, now slightly oval and distorted from being 
forced open. Alloy: B. Diameter: 19mm × 13mm; rod diameter: 
2mm; weight: 0.75g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF762 (illus 5.52) Half of a fine wire ring; recent breaks at both 
ends. Alloy: B. External diameter: 21.5mm; internal diameter: 
18.5mm; wire diameter: 1–1.5mm; weight: 0.27g. Unphased, 
Unstratified.

SF766 (illus 5.52) D-sectioned bar bent into a tight curve and 
tapering to a point, suggesting it was a hook fitting; the other end 
is broken and corroded. Alloy: B. Width: 16.5mm; height: 13mm; 
rod dimensions: 5mm  × 3mm; weight: 2.24g. Unphased, 
Unstratified.

SF767 (illus 5.52) Three penannular rings with rounded butting 
terminals (the others from the site are squared) linked in a 
length of chain. Their irregular form and wear facets on the 
interior edges indicate they saw extended use. Alloy: B. Ring 
diameters: 10mm × 8mm; 9mm × 9mm; 10mm × 8mm; wire 
diameter: 1.5–2mm; weight: 1.39g. Unphased, Context: Benton 
Layer 1, grid square C0.

SF768 (not illustrated) Small penannular ring, circular section, 
squared ends butted together. Alloy: Cu-Ag-Zn-Sn. Diameter: 

7mm; rod diameter: 1.5mm; weight: 0.24g. Unphased, 
Unstratified.

SF769 (illus 5.52) Slightly distorted small penannular ring, 
circular section, squared ends butted; iron traces opposite the 
junction preserve a fine loop through which the ring fitted. Alloy: 
PbG. Diameter: 9mm  × 10mm; rod diameter: 1.5mm; iron 
width: 3mm; weight: 0.44g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF770 (illus 5.52) Small penannular ring, circular section, squared 
ends butted together. Alloy: G. Diameter: 11mm; rod diameter: 
2mm; weight: 0.7g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF771 (illus 5.52) Small penannular ring, circular section, squared 
ends butted together. Alloy: PbG. Diameter: 11mm × 11.5mm; 
rod diameter: 2mm; weight: 0.67g. Unphased, Unstratified.

SF772 (illus 5.52) Small penannular ring, slightly oval, circular 
section, squared ends butted together. Alloy: PbG. Diameter: 
11.5mm  × 12.5mm; rod diameter: 1.5mm; weight: 0.34g. 
Unphased, Unstratified.

SF773 (illus 5.52) Looped hook fastener. Made from an S-twisted 
bar bent into a loop, with the terminals bent forward to form a 
hook. Probably stitched to textile or leather as a fastener. Alloy: 
PbG. Height: 12mm; width: 6.5mm; thickness: 8mm; bar width: 
1.5mm; weight: 0.56g. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid 
square C8.

SF798 (not illustrated) Small penannular ring, circular in section, 
the ends slightly damaged and sprung apart. Alloy: PbB. Diameter: 
8mm; rod diameter: 1.2mm; weight: 0.19g. Unphased, Unstratified.

Uncertain
SF25 (not illustrated) Sheet fragment, possibly with rounded 
corner; highly corroded. Alloy: PbCu. Dimensions: 7mm  × 
5mm × 0.5mm; weight: 0.09g. Unphased, Unstratified (Area III).

SF26 (not illustrated) Rounded corner from a sheet object, 
unidentifiable. Alloy: PbCu. Dimensions: 9.5mm  × 5.5mm  × 
1mm; weight: 0.16g. Unphased, Unstratified (Area III).

SF29 (not illustrated) Two unidentifiable sheet fragments. Dimen-
sions: 3mm  × 1.5mm; 4mm  × 2mm. Unphased, Unstratified 
(Area III).

SF32 (not illustrated) Unidentified fragment of a larger object, 
preserving an angled corner. Alloy: PbCu. Dimensions: 7.5mm × 
4mm × 1.5mm; weight: 0.14g. Unphased, Unstratified (Area III).

SF100 (not illustrated) Highly fragmentary sheet object in three 
main fragments, no original edges, slightly curved. Alloy: Ae. 
Max. dimensions: 13mm × 8.5mm × 0.5mm. Phase: 3, Block: 
2.8, Context: IIb3.

SF101 (not illustrated) Two tiny sheet fragments; undiagnostic. 
Dimensions: 2mm × 1.5mm; 2.5mm × 1.5mm; thickness: 0.5mm. 
Phase: 3, Block: 2.8, Context: IIb3.

SF721 (not illustrated) U-shaped piece of fine wire. Catalogued 
and drawn in Elgin by McIntyre (1977: 76, no. 184) but currently 
missing. Length: c 33mm; diameter: <1mm. Unphased, Context: 
Unknown.
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5.7.3 Roman coins

Sam Moorhead (based on catalogue by Nick Holmes)

The material
Sylvia Benton recovered around 230 coins from the Sculptor’s 
Cave, of which 9 were regular Roman issues and around 220 
contemporary copies (sometimes called ‘barbarous’ or ‘irregular’) 
(Benton 1931: 209–16). The present discussion is based on 
Nicholas Holmes’ (nd) catalogue of 134 of these coins (those 
which survive in NMS collections and are identifiable) and a 
further 14 from the Shepherds’ excavation (Sekulla nd), making a 
total of 148 pieces (table 5.20). Percentages quoted here are thus 
based on the 148 coins listed in table 5.20, which are assumed to 
be broadly representative of the original assemblage.

The coins are all copper alloy nummi, of which 137 (92.6%) are 
contemporary copies. All, bar one possible coin of c ad 320–41 
(no. 16), fall between ad 330 and 364 (table 5.21). The 15 coins of 
ad 330–48 comprise common gloria exercitvs, vrbs roma, 
victoriae dd avggq nn and Divus Constantinus issues which are 
found in large numbers across Roman sites in England (C1–15). 
The ad 348–53 pieces are common felicitas rei pvblice, gloria 
romanorvm and victoriae dd avg et cae(s) types struck for 
Magnentius (ad 350–3), some of which are copies which probably 
post-date ad 353 (C17–23). Finally, the bulk of the coins are the 
64 copies of Constantius II’s fel temp reparatio ‘falling horseman’ 
issues, which can be dated between ad 353 and 364; there is only 
one regular piece of this issue (C24). The regular piece is 17mm in 
diameter and weighs 2.32g; the copies, as is normal, are much 
smaller and lighter, ranging from 6.5–13mm in diameter (average 
11.3mm) and 0.4–1.7g in weight (average 1.02g). The residue of 60 
coins are all copies dating from the broad date range ad 330–64, 
most of them probably being further fel temp reparatio pieces. 
The prototypes for the fel temp reparatio ‘falling horseman’ 
types were struck until ad 361, but because there was a major 
lacuna in base metal coin supply in Britain between ad 361 and 
364, when the House of Valentinianic nummi started to flood the 
province, we can assume copying continued up to ad 364 
(Moorhead 2015). The absence of the otherwise ubiquitous 
Valentinianic nummi strongly suggests that this group of coins was 
removed from circulation in the early to mid-360s.

Hoard, votive deposit or single finds?
In applied numismatics, coin finds are usually recognised to 
belong to one of three types of deposit. First, there are hoards, 
which are normally coins collected and deposited in a single act. 
Second, there are votive deposits, which are collections of coins 
and often other artefacts, deposited singly or in groups over time: 
the best examples of these from Britain for the Roman period are 
Bath, Coventina’s Well (on Hadrian’s Wall) and the River Tees at 
Piercebridge (Allason-Jones and McKay 1985; Walker 1988; 
Walton 2008; 2012: 152–66; forthcoming). Finally, there are 
single finds, which include individual coins discovered on 
excavation, through field walking and by metal detecting. 
Although these appear simple divisions, there can be considerable 
overlap. Some hoards do appear to be votive deposits, for example 
the Frome hoard, where excavation shows that the coins were 
tipped into the main container from a series of other containers in 
one event, the latest coins being in the middle (Moorhead et al 

2010). Also, votive oÉerings can be single coins or a number of 
coins deposited as a group, the Sacred Spring at Bath almost 
certainly having examples of both types of practice (eg Walker 
1988: 280). Finally, hoards and votive deposits can be dispersed 
and give the superficial appearance of single finds (eg Guest et al 
1997; Moorhead 2017).

Hoards
The coins from the Sculptor’s Cave fall into a very tight 
chronological period of ad 330–64. Coins from this period are 
common in Roman Britain; indeed, the period ad 330–48 (Reece 
1995: Period 17) sees the highest coin loss (c 25% of all site finds) for 
any period in the province’s history (Walton 2012: 233), while the 
period ad 348–64 also shows high coin loss (around 8.5% of all site 
finds). However, were these single finds from a domestic site, they 
would represent a very unusual profile. One would expect several 
earlier coins of the second or third centuries, a number of radiates 
of the later third century, probably a few coins of the later House of 
Valentinian (ad 364–78), and possibly even one or two coins of the 
House of Theodosius (ad 378–402); in Scotland, the best example 
of this broader spread comes from Traprain Law (Sekulla 1982; see 
also table 5.22). The coins from the Sculptor’s Cave are thus most 
likely to represent a single coherent group or hoard.

We can test this hypothesis by comparing the assemblage 
with other hoards that share a similar terminus post quem. Table 
5.23 shows 35 hoards whose latest coins are fel temp reparatio
‘falling horseman’ types, dating to c ad 353–64. Although the 
quality of the records for these hoards varies enormously, their 
composition is remarkably consistent, with three main groups 
emerging (A, B and C, as noted in the final column of table 5.23):

•  Group A consists of hoards which are largely made up only 
of fel temp reparatio ‘falling horseman’ types, with few 
earlier pieces.

•  Group B hoards have a large number of fel temp reparatio
but also tend to have a significant number of earlier coins: 
a few have the odd second-century coin; several have a few 
radiates from the period ad 260–96 and/or nummi of ad
296–330; most have a considerable number of coins from 
the period ad 330–53, including a significant number of 
copies.

•  Group C hoards only have a small tail of fel temp reparatio
‘falling horseman’ types, the vast majority of the coins 
being earlier issues.

The Sculptor’s Cave fits neatly into Group B, having a large 
number of fel temp reparatio ‘falling horseman’ pieces but 
also a significant number of earlier (ad 330–53) coins. Although 
Group B hoards have been found across Britain, three of the 
most northerly of the fel temp reparatio hoards do belong to 
Group B: Wroxeter (Shropshire), Besthorpe (Nottinghamshire) 
and Tickhill II (South Yorkshire). However, these are still a 
considerable distance south of the military zone represented by 
the Hadrianic frontier. Tickhill II is the only one north of the 
River Trent. Although an outlier (by over 500km), the putative 
hoard from the Sculptor’s Cave at least shares a composition with 
the most northerly hoards that share its terminus post quem in 
England.
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Coin Status Date 
range (AD) Reverse Ruler/obverse Notes Grid square 

(where known)

C1 ?Copy c 330–48
GLORIA EXERCITVS; two soldiers and two 
standards

House of Constantine; bust right – –

C2 Regular c 330–40 Wolf and twins VRBS ROMA; helmeted bust left Pierced B4

C3 ?Copy c 330–48 Wolf and twins VRBS ROMA; helmeted bust left Pierced –

C4 Copy c 330–48 Wolf and twins VRBS ROMA; helmeted bust left
Pierced with two loops of 
wire

B4

C5 Copy c 330–48 Wolf and twins VRBS ROMA; diademed bust left – –

C6 Regular c 335–41
GLORIA EXERCITVS; two soldiers and one 
standard

Delmatius – A5

C7 Regular c 335–41
GLORIA EXERCITVS; two soldiers and one 
standard

House of Constantine; bust right – C3

C8–9 ?Copy c 335–48
GLORIA EXERCITVS; two soldiers and one 
standard

House of Constantine; bust right – C8=C5

C10–12 Copy c 335–48
GLORIA EXERCITVS; two soldiers and one 
standard

House of Constantine; bust right – C10=C5

C13 Regular 337–40
Emperor in quadriga right; SMKE

(Cyzicus)
Divus Constantinus RIC VIII Cyzicus 4 D5

C14 Regular 347–8
VICTORIAE DD AVGGQ NN; two Victories; D//
TRP (Trier)

House of Constantine RIC VIII Trier 194/196 –

C15 Regular 347–8
VICTORIAE DD AVGGQ NN; two Victories; [ ]//
(SARL) (Arles)

Constans Pierced C7

C16 Regular c 320–41? Unclear 
House of Constantine?; 
diademed bust right

Pierced –

C17 Regular 350–1
FELICITAS REI PVBLICE; Emperor holding 
Victory and standard; - A?//TRP (Trier)

Magnentius RIC VIII Trier cf 264 B0

C18 Copy c 350–64 [GLORIA ROMANORVM?]; horseman right Probably inspired by Magnentius
For possible prototype see 
RIC VIII Trier 269

–

C19 Regular 351–3
VICTORIAE DD NN AVG ET CAE; two Victories 
holding wreath; -//AMB* (Amiens)

Magnentius RIC VIII Amiens 14 A6

C20 Regular 351–3
VICTORIAE DD NN AVG ET CAE(S); two Victories 
holding wreath

Magnentius – –

C21–22 Copy 351–64
VICTORIAE DD NN AVG ET CAE(S); two Victories 
holding wreath

Magnentius and probably 
Magnentius

– C21=B4

C23 Copy 351–64
VICTORIAE DD NN AVG ET CAE(S); two Victories 
holding wreath

Magnentius/Decentius – –

C24 Regular 353–60
FEL TEMP REPARATIO; soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman; GSL[G] Lyons

Constantius II

RIC VIII Lyon 189 (given as 
Constantius Gallus in 
Benton 1931, Robertson 
2000 and NMS database, 
but pearl-diadem only used 
for Constantius II). Attempt 
to pierce coin aborted.

C8

Table 5.20
Catalogue of the Sculptor’s Cave coin assemblage. RIC: Roman Imperial Coinage.

9781908332172 Darkness Visible (115B) final pass 2.indd   150 20/08/2020   13:45



151

THE FINDS

Coin Status Date 
range (AD) Reverse Ruler/obverse Notes Grid square

(where known)

C25 Copy? 353–64
FEL TEMP REPARATIO; soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman; ?//CSIS

Constantius II

Only 14mm, so probably 
contemporary copy. The 
mintmark probably was 
ESIS. For possible proto-
types, see RIC VIII Siscia 
210 passim

–

C26 Copy 353–64
FEL TEMP REPARATIO; soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman; -//(GPLG?) 
Lyons

Constantius II
For possible prototype, RIC 
VIII Lyon 189; coin has 
jagged hole in centre

–

C27 Copy 353–64
FEL TEMP REPARATIO; soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman; (PLG) Lyons

Unclear
For possibly prototypes, 
RIC VIII Lyon 186ff

B4

C28–40 Copy 353–64
FEL TEMP REPARATIO; soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman – type often 
incomplete and blundered

Constantius II with parts of 
obverse legends visible

C36 pierced

C28=A5; C29=A6; 
C30=A6; C31=B5; 
C32=B3; C34=A6; 
C35=C3; C36=B5; 
C37=B3

C41–80
Probably all 
copies

353–64
FEL TEMP REPARATIO; soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman – type often 
incomplete and blundered

Probably all Constantius II; no 
legends visible; busts/heads right

C57 and C64 pierced 

C41=B3; C42=B4; 
C43=B4; C44=B4; 
C45=C3; C46=A4; 
C47=B4; C48=A3; 
C49=A3; C50=A4; 
C51=B3; C52=C5; 
C53=B4; C54=B3

C81–87 Copy 353–64
FEL TEMP REPARATIO; soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman – type often 
incomplete and blundered

Obverse unclear – –

C88 ?Copy 348–64 Unclear Diademed bust right Pierced –

C89 Copy c 330–64 Standing figure left? Unclear – –

C90 Copy c 330–64 Criss-cross pattern Two parallel bars – –

C91–95
Probably all 
copies

c 330–64 Unclear
Some obverse legend and busts 
right

– –

C96–119
Probably all 
copies

c 330–64 Unclear Busts/heads right – –

C120–148
Probably all 
copies

c 330–64 Unclear Unclear – –

Table 5.20 (continued)
Catalogue of the Sculptor’s Cave coin assemblage. RIC: Roman Imperial Coinage.
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The only other coin hoard from 
Scotland with a generally comparable 
terminus post quem is the Balgreggan hoard 
of c 125 coins terminating with Decentius 
(ad 351–3) found near Stoneykirk in 
Wigtownshire in 1913 (Robertson 2000: 
325, no. 1345). Other possible Scottish 
hoards of this general period listed by 
Robertson (ibid: nos 1260, 1283, 1450, 
1454) are unlikely to be genuine, while 
three very late silver siliquae hoards, each 
with a terminus post quem of ad 402, from 
Traprain Law, East Lothian (Robertson 
2000: no. 1617; Sekulla 1982: 291, nos 
60–3), Norrie’s Law, Fife (Bland et al 
2013: 132) and Gaulcross, Aberdeenshire 

Date range (AD) Regular Copies/probable copies Coin Total

320–48 1 0 C16 1

330–48 6 9 C1–15 15

348–53 3 4 C17–23 7

353–63 1 64 C24–88 65

330–64 0 60 C89–148 60

Total 11 137 – 148

Table 5.21
Chronological breakdown of the identifiable coins from the Sculptor’s Cave

Site County No. of coins Date range Composition Discovery 
circumstances Notes Reference

Dunragit Wigtownshire 1000+ 1st–4th centuries AD

Some early aes and 
one denarius of 
Severus Alexander (AD

226), but mostly official 
and barbarous coins of 
the later 3rd and 4th 
centuries AD

Metal detector finds 
along the sands of 
the Piltanton Burn’s 
north bank 
(1998–2000)

70% of coins 
illegible. In Stranraer 
Museum.

Bateson and 
Holmes 2013: 248

Botel Motte, Buittle Dumfriesshire 9 and 4 32/31 BC–AD 117 
and c AD 337–61

9 coins from 32/31 
BC–AD 117; 3 nummi,
c AD 337–61; 
one unclear as

9 coins found by 
metal detector; 
4 coins found on 
excavation.

Coins in Dumfries 
Museum

Bateson and 
Holmes 2003: 248

Springwood Park 
(Kelso) Roxburghshire c 284 32/31 BC–c AD

383/402

20 coins 32/31 BC–
c AD 193; 53 coins 
AD 260–96; 198 coins 
AD 296–383/402; 
13 illegible, mostly 
3rd/4th centuries AD

Metal detector finds 
(1995–7); cf 
Sprouston finds 
(below).

Coins in the 
National Museum of 
Scotland; these 
coins present a very 
plausible group for 
British site finds.

Bateson and 
Holmes 1997: 534; 
2003: 248; 
N Holmes, 
unpublished listing; 
Hunter 2010a: 97–8; 
Moorhead and 
Stuttard 2012: 216

Sprouston (Kelso) Roxburghshire 17 32/31 BC–AD 375

1 Mark Antony 
denarius, 32/31 BC;
1 Nero denarius,
AD 64/65; 4 radiates, 
AD 268–85; 11 nummi,
AD 330–75

Said to have been 
found in fields to 
west of the village, 
between the school 
and the River Tweed 
(c 1970); cf 
Springwood finds 
(above).

Coins returned to 
owner; this group 
provides a very 
plausible group for 
British site finds and 
complements the 
Springwood Park 
finds. 

Bateson and 
Holmes 2006: 165

Lilliesleaf Roxburghshire 4 c AD 71–fourth 
century

2 coins, c AD 71–81; 
1 radiate, c AD 260–70; 
one unclear fourth 
century

Found in a 
rectilinear native 
enclosure

–
Bateson and 
Holmes 1997: 531

Traprain Law East Lothian 59 45 BC–c AD 402

24 coins, 45 BC–AD 260; 
14 radiates, AD 260–96; 
20 nummi and one 
siliqua, AD 296–402

Summary of all 
excavated coins

Silver hoard including 
4 siliquae, AD 364–402; 
also metal-detected 
finds from 
Haddington (Bateson 
and Holmes 2006: 
165): a sestertius and 
Constantine I 
nummus London, 
AD 313–7

Sekulla 1982; 
Robertson 2000: 
402–3, no. 1617

Table 5.22
Major assemblages of Late Roman coins from Scotland
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(Goldberg et al 2015) are too late to be directly comparable. This 
further highlights the unusual nature of the Sculptor’s Cave 
coins.

Late Roman site finds from northern England and 
Scotland
The general distribution of Late Roman coins in northern 
England and Scotland provides further context for the Sculptor’s 
Cave material. For northern England, the large corpus of data 
recorded with the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS; finds.org.
uk) enables a quick overview of the nature of Roman coinage in 
diÉerent parts of the province (table 5.24). Data for Scotland are 
problematic but have been periodically recorded in general 
surveys (Macdonald 1918; 1924; 1934; 1939; Robertson 1950; 
1961; 1971; 1983; Bateson 1989; Bateson and Holmes 1997; 2003; 
2006; 2013), covering both hoards and site finds.

Although the provenance of some hoards can be questioned 
(Reece 1991), finds from excavations and casual finds near to 
major Roman sites can generally be accepted as reliable. However, 
there are many stray finds from across the country which have 
little reliable provenance details and/or are almost certainly more 
recent losses. For example, in the Late Roman period, ad
260–402, coins from Scotland show a very strong bias towards 
mints in the eastern Mediterranean, which is strongly at odds 
with data from sites to the south in England; these exotic coins 
almost certainly came back to Scotland with servicemen returning 
from the two World Wars (Casey 1986: 108–11). As Hunter 
suggests (2010a: 96–8), however, it is possible to judiciously edit 
out most of the obvious modern intruders in the dataset, while 
metal detector finds from the last two decades do appear to present 
a more coherent pattern of coin finds which might be more 
reliable. Table 5.22 lists the larger assemblages which are most 

Site County No. of coins Date range Composition Discovery 
circumstances Notes Reference

Cramond Midlothian 38 32/31 BC–AD 348

35 coins, 32/31 
BC–early third century
AD; 2 radiates, 
AD 260–74; 
one nummus, AD 347–8

1982, 1975–8 and 
1976–7 excavations

For considering 
general distributions 
of coins in Scotland, 
these three groups 
can be combined

Robertson 1983: 
407–8

Dreghorn Ayrshire 36 AD 269–378

13 radiates, AD 269–c
285; 13 nummi 
AD 306–78; 
10 uncertain fourth 
century AD

This is recorded as 
a potential hoard by 
Robertson, but 
Fraser Hunter has 
suggested the coins 
might be site finds

Other Roman finds 
are stored with the 
coins in the 
Grosvenor Museum, 
Chester

Robertson 2000: 
354, no. 1454

Burghead Moray 9 c AD 260–375 7 radiates, c AD 260–96; 
2 nummi, c AD 351–75

Found with metal 
detector on the 
slopes of Granary 
Street on known 
Pictish fort (1968)

I assume that one of 
the nummi is a FEL 
TEMP REPARATIO 
falling horseman 
type

Bateson and 
Holmes 2013: 229

Covesea Moray c 244
(148 identifiable) AD 330–64

1 nummus,
c AD 320–48;
15 nummi, AD 330–48; 
132 nummi, AD 348–64

Found in excava-
tions in 1928–30 
and 1979

–

Macdonald 1934: 
29; unpublished 
lists by N Holmes, 
at NMS

Girnigoe Caithness 33 c 260–378 5 radiates, c AD 260–85; 
28 nummi, AD 310–78

Metal detector finds, 
but doubt has been 
cast on discovery

–
Hunter 2010a: 97; 
unpublished list by 
N Holmes at NMS

Outer Hebrides North Uist 8 c 269–395 1 radiate, AD 269–71; 
7 nummi, c AD 330–95

One coin from 
excavation; 5 
chance finds; 2 
metal detector finds 
on Baile Sear Beach 
are of eastern mint 
coins. Group should 
be used with 
caution.

–

Macdonald 1918: 
249; 1924: 327; 
1934: 32; Bateson 
and Holmes 2013: 
229

Table 5.22 (continued)
Major assemblages of Late Roman coins from Scotland
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Name County No. of 
coins Pre-AD 296 296–330 330–48 348–64 

regular
348–53 

irregular
353–64 FTR 

FH* irregular
Hoard 

grouping

Scotland

The Sculptor’s Cave Morayshire 88 – 1? 15 3 4 65 B

South-west England/South Wales

Whitesands Bay Pembrokeshire 112 3 – 103 2 – 4? C

Shipham Somerset 860 – 6 – 593 74 187 B

Chesters Villa Gloucestershire 6 3 radiates – – 1 1? 1? (C)

Lydney (1928) Gloucestershire 116
1 × 2nd cent 

AD sest.; 2 
radiates

– c 54 10 6 43 B

Lydney (1929) Gloucestershire 1646 – – – – 16? 1630 A

Oldcroft Gloucestershire 3260 3 8 197 1430 c 404 1218 B

North Leigh Oxfordshire 164 – – – – – 164 A

Cunetio (1960) Wiltshire 28 – – 21 – 1 6 B

South-east England

Winchester, Victoria Road Hampshire 52 – – 6 1 2 43 A

Winchester (1963–4) Hampshire 20 – – 3 3? 1 13 B

Silchester (?Church) Hampshire 7 1 ? 3? 2 – 1 C

Silchester (Insula 1) Hampshire 18 – 1 14 2 – 1 C

Cobham (Surrey) Surrey 4 1 Greek 1 – 1 – 1 C

Hillingdon (London) Middlesex 7 – – – – – 7 A

Colchester House (London) Middlesex 107 2 radiates – 60 7 – 38 B

Canterbury, Augustine House Kent 80 1 radiate 3 50 11 1 14 B

East Farleigh Kent 153 – – 1 – – 152 A

Chalk Kent 119 6 radiates – 1 4 – 108 A

Richborough (Hoard V) Kent 246 legible 
of 1221 15 radiates – c 93 1 – 137 B

Colchester, Butt Road Essex 6 – – – – 3 3 A

West Bergholt or Great Horkesley Essex 21 – – – – – 21 A

Table 5.23
Hoards from England and Wales, terminating in FEL TEMP REPARATIO ‘falling horseman’ (FTR FH*) copies (c AD 353–64). Note that where totals 
exceed coins listed uncertain coins are not recorded; some of the AD 348–64 coins from Freckenham (Suffolk) are imitations; many of the 
coins from Great Casterton (Rutland) are not described, but it is assumed that they are from the period AD 330–64 (one sestertius and a 
copy of a solidus of Valentinian I are apparently associated with the hoard). The table draws on a full dataset of Iron Age and Roman coin 
hoards from Britain prepared by Eleanor Ghey as part of an AHRC-funded research project at the University of Leicester and the British 

Museum.
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Site/region
Total 

Roman 
coins

No. of coins
AD 260–402

AD 330–48
(Reece Period 17)

AD 348–64
(Reece Period 18)

Period 18: FEL TEMP
REPARATIO ‘falling 

horseman’

No. of 
coins AD
364–402

Yorkshire and Humberside 11612 9592 2564 1065 536 2000

North-west England 1382 517 84 40 23 70

North-east England 1590 513 96 62 25 66

Springwood Park, Kelso 284 144 52 (estimate) 16 15 61

Traprain Law 63 35 1 3 – 10

Cramond 38 3 1 – – –

Table 5.24
Roman coins from northern England (PAS data for coins with Reece (1995) Period recorded; extracted 14.1.2016) and southern Scotland (see table 

5.22 for Scottish site finds)

Name County No. of 
coins Pre-AD 296 296–330 330–48 348–64 

regular
348–53 

irregular
353–64 FTR

FH* irregular
Hoard 

grouping

East Anglia

Freckenham Suffolk 542 – 3 6 365 – 168 B

‘Norfolk’ Norfolk 10 – – – – – 10 A

Hockwold II Norfolk 815 2 1 587 1 – 224 B

Cambridge Cambridgeshire 17 – – 1 1 – 15 A

Great Stourton villa Cambridgeshire c 200 – – – – – many (A)

Midlands

Bancroft Milton Keynes 16 – 1 11 2 – 2? C

Duston Northamptonshire 12 7 radiates – – – – 5 A

Higham Ferrers Northamptonshire 90 legible of 
129

1 × 2nd cent 
AD sest;

8 radiates
– 77 c 3 – 1+ C

Great Casterton Rutland 327 – – 4 1 – Up to 322 A

Coleshill Warwickshire 3180 – 1 1910 1113 152 4 C

Wroxeter Shropshire 58 – – 14 23 4 17 B

Besthorpe Nottinghamshire 1347 – 6 404 576 115 246 B

Wellingore Lincolnshire 20 – – – – – 20 A

Tickhill II South Yorkshire 45
2 × 2nd cent 

AD sest.; 1 
radiate

– 3 25 1 13 B

Table 5.23 (continued)
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likely to be reliable, eÉectively ignoring the myriad of stray finds 
which cannot be verified (although the detailed provenance and 
circumstances of discovery for some of the groups in table 5.23 
can still be questioned).

Table 5.22 shows that the majority of Late Roman coins are 
found in southern Scotland, a region where there would have 
been most contact with the northern frontier of the Roman 
province. The major assemblages are from Dunragit (Wigtown-
shire), Buittle (Kirkcudbrightshire) and Springwood Park and 
Sprouston (Kelso, Roxburghshire). There is also a potential group 
of site finds from Dreghorn (Ayrshire) which comprises 36 Late 
Roman pieces, although the exact status of these coins remains 
uncertain. Further north there are a significant number of Late 
Roman coins from the excavations at Traprain Law (East Lothian), 
but even at Cramond (Midlothian) the proportion of Late Roman 
coins plummets. Table 5.24 shows a breakdown of coins by region 
from northern England, alongside some major assemblages from 
southern Scotland. This further confirms the decline in the 
numbers of Late Roman coins moving northwards from Yorkshire 
through to southern Scotland, but does show that a significant 
number of coins from the period ad 330–64, which make up the 
Sculptor’s Cave find, had reached as far north as Springwood Park 
in Roxburghshire. Another concentration appears to have been 
present at Dunragit (Wigtownshire), where the majority of >1000 
coins were oÊcial and barbarous late third- and fourth-century 
pieces, but the short report by Bateson and Holmes (2013: 248) 
does not enable any quantification. These few assemblages can 
hardly be used to argue for any widespread form of functioning 
monetary economy in southern Scotland.

North of the Forth, table 5.22 shows very few coin finds. 
Nine coins were reported to have been found in 1968 on the site 
of the Pictish fort at Burghead (Moray), of which one might be a 
fel temp reparatio ‘falling horseman’ type, similar to those 
found at the Sculptor’s Cave (Bateson and Holmes 2013: 229). 
There is also a group of 33 coins, ranging from ad 260–378, 
reputed to have been found by a metal detectorist at Girnigoe in 
Caithness, although there are doubts about the authenticity of this 
find. Finally, one should note several coins from North Uist 
(Outer Hebrides), of which some appear to be ancient losses 
(Macdonald 1918: 249; 1924: 327; 1934: 32; Bateson and Holmes 
2013: 229). These examples do show that some coins were moving 
north from the Roman province even deeper into Scottish 
territory.

This evidence suggests that it is highly unlikely that the 
Sculptor’s Cave, Burghead or Girnigoe coins were drawn from a 
source north of southern Scotland. Indeed, given the small 
numbers of Late Roman coins north of Yorkshire, one can assume 
that the coins probably originated from the eastern side of 
Yorkshire or further south on the east coast of England, while the 
coastal nature of the north-east Scottish finds suggests that they 
arrived by sea. Whether their agents were from Scotland or the 
Roman province is unknown, but the dedication by the 
Caledonian, Lossio Veda, at Colchester reminds us that either is 
possible (Collingwood and Wright 1991a: no. 191). It is probably 
too speculative to suggest that the Sculptor’s Cave coins might in 
some way be connected with the ‘Great Barbarian Conspiracy’ of 
ad 367, during which, Ammianus Marcellinus (26.4.5) informs 
us, Picts, Scots and Saxons all colluded to invade the Roman 

diocese. There does appear to be more to this event than meets 
the eye, however, with a Roman exile, Valentinus, fomenting 
insurrection in Britain (Moorhead and Stuttard 2012: 213–15; 
Hunter 2014a: 209). It is also interesting that coastal finds are not 
unusual in peripheral zones of Roman Britain (eg Reece 1991).

Pierced coins
Nine coins had been pierced, perhaps for use in personal adornment 
(illus 5.53, 5.61; table 5.25), while another has an attempted piercing 
(C24). One of the pieces (C4) has two loops of wire attached; one 
loop is inserted in the piercing, the second through the primary 
loop, probably to enable suspension, perhaps as a pendant: indeed, 
one might assume that this was the intended use of all the pierced 
coins. It is even possible that some or all of the coins might have 
hung on a necklace together (see section 5.14.3; illus 5.61).

Pierced Roman coins are commonplace across England and 
Wales. Some were probably pierced as part of a ritual practice, 
most notably at a Late Roman shrine in west Wiltshire, where 
over 20 pierced coins with metal nails/rivets inserted have been 
found within a large assemblage of votive oÉerings (Richard 
Henry and Philippa Walton pers comm). Coins deposited for 
ritual purposes could also be bent, cut or mutilated, as in the 
assemblage from the River Tees at Piercebridge (Walton 2012: 
152–66; forthcoming). Pierced coins are regularly found in Saxon 
burials (King 1988; White 1988; Moorhead 2006), where they 
might have had some talismanic or even religious properties.

Two of the pierced coins, and the coin with an attempted 
piercing, are fel temp reparatio ‘fallen horseman’ coins (C36, 
C46, C24), while three other pierced coins are of the vrbs roma
type, showing the wolf and twins: one of the most potent 
symbols of romanitas. It seems highly likely that these coins 
were specially chosen to be pierced, suggesting that the user(s) 
was especially interested in their inscription and/or design. 
Were these coins pierced further south in the Roman diocese, or 
were they pierced by the agents who brought them north? Is it 

Illus 5.53

Illustration 5.53
Pierced coins. Top row, left–right: C15, C2, C3; middle row, left–right: 

C36, C4, C88; bottom row, left–right: C57, C64, C16
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possible that they were worn by visitors to or invaders of the 
Roman province? The presence of the coins in a cave which has a 
deep history of deposition might suggest a potential religious 
motivation.

The deposition of coins at the Sculptor’s Cave
There are examples of Roman coins in caves from Somerset, 
through Wales to the Pennines (see table 5.26), although post-
depositional processes often lead to the original contexts being 
heavily disturbed. Why the Roman coins were deposited in the 
Sculptor’s Cave might not be so much of a mystery. Given that the 
coins were not used as currency in the area, it seems unlikely that 
they were merely secluded for safekeeping. Given the nature of 
other material in the cave, it is certainly possible that they were 

deposited in some form of ritual, as was apparently the case with 
the two earlier hoards of Roman silver coins at Birnie (Moray) 
(Holmes 2006).

Conclusion
The coins found in the Sculptor’s Cave are not in themselves 
unusual, but their provenance so far north of the Roman frontier 
is exceptional. It is clear from other finds of Late Roman coins in 
Scotland that these do not represent currency that was in everyday 
circulation. Only two other groups of Late Roman coins are 
known from north-east Scotland and neither has a secure 
provenance. In the first instance, the Sculptor’s Cave coins 
constitute a quite plausible hoard within the general context of 
Roman Britain, there being 35 hoards which share the same 

Coin Piercing location
(in relation to obverse) Coin/date (summary) Motif 

(obverse; reverse)
Piercing diameter 

(mm) Notes

C2 12 o’clock Follis 330–41
Helmeted bust left; wolf 
and twins

2.8 –

C3 3 o’clock ?Copy 330–41
Helmeted bust left; wolf 
and twins

2 –

C4 6 o’clock Follis 330–41
Helmeted bust left; wolf 
and twins

2

Links still attached. Large penannular link, 
the ends overlapped through the piercing 
(dimensions: 11.5mm × 10.2mm; section: 
1.2mm); smaller D-sectioned link attached 
to the larger one, the ends slightly 
overlapped (dimensions: 6.6mm × 5.2mm; 
section: 1.6mm × 0.5mm)

C15 2 o’clock Follis 347–8 Constans; two Victories 2 –

C16 9 o’clock Follis 320–41
House of Constantine? 
(diademed bust right); 
unclear

2 –

C36 9 o’clock Copy 353–64
Constantius I; soldier 
advancing left spearing 
fallen horseman

1
Also two attempts at piercing, one at 12 
o’clock, another at 9 o’clock; very small 
perforation

C57 10 o’clock Copy 353–64
Probably Constantius II; 
soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman

3 –

C64 2 o’clock Copy 353–64
Probably Constantius II; 
soldier advancing left 
spearing fallen horseman

1 –

C88 5 o’clock ?Copy 348–64
Diademed bust right; 
unclear

2.5 –

Table 5.25
Details of pierced coins from the Sculptor’s Cave
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terminus post quem from England and Wales. The Sculptor’s Cave 
material fits within a sub-group of this corpus which contains 
eight finds, three of them among the most northerly in England. 
Given the context of human activity at the Sculptor’s Cave, the 
hoard seems likely to have been deposited for ritual reasons. The 
piercing of the coins, notably the vrbs roma/wolf and twins 
type, shows that the owner(s) of the coins took more than a 
cursory interest in the pieces and the coins apparently at some 
stage performed a decorative function.

Although these coins might have been drawn from southern 
Scotland, just to the north of the Hadrianic frontier, it is more 
likely that they came from further south, possibly from East 
Yorkshire or a neighbouring region. Who took the coins north 
will always remain a mystery, but it is possible that increased 
raiding of the Roman diocese by the Picts in the Late Roman 
period was responsible.

5.8 Iron

Gemma Cruickshanks

5.8.1 Introduction

Twenty-one iron artefacts were recovered 
from the Sculptor’s Cave, mostly during 
the Shepherd excavations (full catalogue 
in archive). Many of these are modern and 
not catalogued here. A rod fragment 
(SF108) was stratified in Phase 2, suggesting 
it could be Iron Age. Unfortunately, it is 
missing both ends, leaving its identification 
obscure. The pin/fine tool tip (SF876) and 
fine wire (SF877) are undiagnostic and 
could either be intrusive or potentially 
Early Iron Age. SF876 was recovered 
within Phase 1, where it is presumably 
intrusive.

The only iron artefact from Benton’s 
excavations was described as a ‘Viking 
rivet’ (SF878; illus 5.54) and was recovered 
from upper mixed Layer 1 (Benton 1931: 
180). It is a clench bolt, similar to an 
example found by the Shepherds (SF60), 
but such fittings have a lengthy history 
and are not chronologically distinct.

The lack of distinctly Iron Age or 
Roman ironwork is at odds with the 
otherwise rich assemblage and could reflect 
poor preservation conditions. However, 
other gaps in the assemblage (eg querns, 
spindle whorls) suggest that certain types 
of object were simply not deposited here, 
reflecting deliberate selection.

5.8.2 Catalogue

SF60 (not illustrated) A flat, sub-square 
head with a circular-sectioned, slightly 
bent shank. The other end expands before 

break suggesting that there was a rove/plate rather than a tip. 
Probably fairly recent due to lack of corrosion. Length: 40mm; 
head dimensions: 24mm  × 24mm  × 6mm; shank thickness: 
8.5mm; weight: 22g. Unphased, Unstratified (Area III).

SF108 (not illustrated) Tapering, circular-sectioned rod with both 
ends broken. Could be from a nail, pin or tool. Length: 23mm; 
diameter: 5mm; weight: 1.5g. Phase: 2, Block: 2.6, Context: IIb4.

SF876 (not illustrated) The pointed tip of a circular-sectioned 
rod. Possibly a pin or tool tip, or the end of a piece of wire, but 
too small to be diagnostic. Length: 5mm; diameter: 1mm; weight: 
0.06g. Phase: 1, Block: 1.2, Context: Ia20.

SF877 (not illustrated) Very fine bent iron wire fragment. Both 
ends are broken. Length: 6mm; diameter: 0.5mm; weight: 0.01g. 
Phase: 2, Block: 2.5, Context: IIb14.

Name County No. of coins Date from (AD) Date to (AD)

White Woman’s Hole Somerset 200 260 395

Hyena Den Cave, 
Wookey Hole

Somerset Unspecified ?c 355 383

Wookey Hole (Holy Hole) Somerset 14 260 274

Gough’s Cave Somerset 10 260 375

Cheddar Somerset 25 337 348

Pride Evans’ Hole Somerset 47 260 285

‘Isle of Wight’ Isle of Wight 8 sest. 98 189

Llansadurnen/Cyngadel Carmarthen 14 275 296

Llandeilo Castle Carmarthen 2 306 361

Cefn-Pwll-Du Caerphilly 2 + 2 unspecified 268 275

Ogof-Yr-Esgyrn, Dan-Yr-
Ogof Caves (Brecknock)

Powys 6 69 138

Ogof-Yr-Esgyrn, Dan-Yr-
Ogof Caves (Brecknock)

Powys 4 330 341

Llanymynech Powys 33 32 BC 161

Nether Haddon Derbyshire 4 284 341

Reynard’s Cave Derbyshire
First find unspecified; 
later find: 26 Iron Age 

and 1 Republican
118 BC c 30/50

Monyash Derbyshire 6 141 340

Ashover Derbyshire 42 1 Iron Age 193–244

Pudsey West Yorkshire 8 260 375

Victoria Cave North Yorkshire Numerous 260 320s/350s

Table 5.26
Roman coins from cave sites in England and Wales
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SF878 (illus 5.54) Clench bolt with square-sectioned shank. 
Fragmentary flat, sub-rectangular head at one end and part of flat 
head at the other, with all edges missing. Length: 52mm; shank 
thickness: 6mm; surviving head dimensions: 24mm  × 16mm. 
Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square A6.

5.9 Amber

Fraser Hunter

5.9.1 Introduction

Eight amber beads recovered from Benton’s excavations (Beck 
and Shennan 1991: 186; illus 5.55) show considerable variation in 
form but are united by two factors: all show a considerable degree 
of wear and all bar one are intact. The distribution indicates that 
they are not from a single necklace, but they do form two clusters 
which represent discrete deposits: three beads (SF920–2) at the 
rear of the cave and four (SF923, SF925–7) at the inner end of the 
East Passage.

Amber is well known in Late Bronze Age contexts, notably 
from hoards (eg Adabrock, Lewis; Balmashanner, Angus; St 
Andrews, Fife; Anderson 1892: 186–7; 1911; Trevor Cowie pers 
comm), but current knowledge does not allow their separation 
from Iron Age examples. None of the Sculptor’s Cave finds come 
from secure Late Bronze Age levels, and it is notable that no 
amber came from the Shepherds’ excavations, while some finds 
come from the rear of the cave, where Bronze Age material was 
scarce. It thus seems most likely that they are Iron Age in date.

The occurrence of Iron Age amber has been reviewed 
elsewhere (Hunter 1998c; Hunter et al 2009: 139). Synthesis of 
this data (table 5.27) indicates that amber is notably rare in north-
east Scotland; the only other known example comes from the 
later Iron Age settlement at Birnie (Hunter in prep). This rarity is 
rather surprising given that amber was presumably being washed 
ashore on the east coast or exchanged up and down the coast by 
communities who had access to it. It does suggest that, in a local 
context, these would have been particularly valued items; a value 
reflected by their extensive wear.

5.9.2 Catalogue

SF920 (illus 5.55) Annular amber bead; 
near-circular section, slightly flattened on 
one side, with biconical perforation. 
Dulled through extensive wear on faces 
and edge. External diameter: 17mm; 
height: 5.3mm; perforation diameter: 
3mm. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 
1, grid square C7.

SF921 (not illustrated) Annular amber 
bead. External diameter: 16mm; perfor-
ation diameter: 6mm. Unphased, Context: 
Benton Layer 1, grid square C7.

SF922 (illus 5.55) Annular amber bead, 
plano-convex in overall section, with 
one flat face and the edges and top slightly 

Area No. of sites

South-east 6

North-east 2

Atlantic North 4

Atlantic West 7

South-west 2

Table 5.27
Regional occurrence of amber in Iron Age Scotland (from data in Hunter 1998c and 

Hunter et al 2009: 139, with additions)

SF878

0 5cm

Illus 5.54

Illustration 5.54
Iron rivet

SF927

SF920 SF922

SF923 SF924

SF926

SF925

0 25mm

Illus 5.55

Illustration 5.55
Amber beads
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rounded. Cylindrical perforation made oval from wear; faces 
and edge dulled from wear. Small hollow (damage?) in one area. 
External diameter: 15.5mm × 16.5mm; height: 7mm; perforation 
diameter: 4mm. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid 
square B6.

SF923 (illus 5.55) Barrel-shaped amber bead; slightly squashed oval 
section, the ends broken and misshapen from use, with surviving 
original portions of the ends dulled with wear. Length: 11.2mm; 
external diameter: 11.5mm  × 9.7mm; perforation diameter: 
3.2mm. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D3.

SF924 (illus 5.55) Fragment (around a quarter) of a small barrel-
shaped amber bead, slightly tapered to one end, with flattened 
faces dulled with wear. Cylindrical perforation. Less orange-red 
than the others. Estimated diameter: 8mm; height: 7mm. 
Unphased, Unstratified.

SF925 (illus 5.55) Irregular discoidal bead with plano-convex 
section and rounded edges, slightly tapered, with slightly 
oÉ-centre drilled perforation. All-over wear. External diameter: 
11mm; thickness: 4.5mm; perforation diameter: 3mm. Unphased, 
Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D3.

SF926 (illus 5.55) Globular amber bead with notably tapered 
section, flat faces and rounded edges with faint traces of facets 
from manufacture. Central drilled perforation, slightly oval at 
one end and slightly angled, indicating it was drilled from both 
sides. Surfaces dulled from wear. External diameter: 14.5–15mm; 
thickness: 5–10mm; perforation diameter: 3mm. Unphased, 
Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D3.

SF927 (illus 5.55) Irregular discoidal bead, very similar to SF925; 
wear around perforation including flake on the flat side, polished 
from continued use. Notable flattened facet around the perforation 
from use; edges unworn. External diameter: 
14.5mm; height: 6mm; perforation diameter: 
3mm. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, 
grid square D4.

5.10 Oil shale

Fraser Hunter

5.10.1 Introduction

The excavations produced a combined tally of 
two beads and two bangles (illus 5.56). Their 
nature indicates that they are oil shale, the 
most local source being the Brora deposits 
across the Moray Firth to the north. This 
would make them locally exotic: oil shale and 
related materials are uncommon locally in 
later prehistory (Hunter 2015a: illus 13.4a). 
This also explains the degree of attention paid 
to extending their lives, with both the bangles 
showing extended use: one has been repaired 
and then extensively used, the other converted 
into blanks for beads. Of the two beads, one is 
well-used, the other unfinished, but it is rather 

large to be the product of reusing a bangle and suggests some 
import of raw material as well as finished products. This is rare in 
the area, but is attested by one bead blank from Birnie.

5.10.2 Catalogue

SF911 (illus 5.56) Broken bangle, reshaped to make beads. Oval-
sectioned, the narrower end of the oval towards the interior. 
Well finished, but with slight tooling facets and abrasion scars 
on the interior and an unexplained series of regular fine dots on 
the inner circumference, presumably tool marks. Use-wear 
scratches on surface. One end was broken relatively recently; 
the other has two crudely cut collars creating irregular rings 
5–7mm in width. The end is broken, suggesting such a ring has 
already been removed, most likely to form blanks for bead 
manufacture. The granular fracture surface suggests it is an oil 
shale. Length: 59.5mm; width: 13.5–14.5mm; height: 13mm; 
internal diameter: 80–85mm (20% survives). Phase: 1, Block: 
1.2, Context: Ia23c.

SF912 (illus 5.56) Annular bead, D-sectioned with flattened faces. 
Biconical perforation, well polished from use. Laminar cracking 
and granular fracture indicate this is an oil shale. External diameter: 
15mm; height: 6.5mm; perforation diameter: min. 3.2mm, max. 
4.5mm. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D4.

SF913 (illus 5.56) Unfinished annular bead; thick disc with flat 
faces and near-vertical edges with bevelled corners. Abrasion 
scars all over; relict facets visible on the edge. Cylindrical 
perforation with slightly countersunk ends. Laminar cracking and 
granular fracture identify it as oil shale. External diameter: 15mm; 
height: 6.5mm; perforation diameter: 3mm. Unphased, Context: 
Benton Layer 1, grid square D4.

SF913

SF912SF911

0 5cm

Illus 5.56

Illustration 5.56
Oil shale artefacts
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SF914 (not illustrated) Fragment from a repaired bangle with a 
relatively narrow D-section as it survives; slightly rounded facet 
along the top; less than half the section is preserved. One end is 
very neatly squared oÉ, with a transverse cylindrical perforation 
(countersunk at one end) to repair it; this has seen extended use, 
as it has worn into a curve towards the fracture. Broken across the 
repair; probably accidental damage. Very smooth, well finished 
surfaces; probably oil shale. Length: 19mm; width: 5mm; 
(incomplete) height: 6mm; internal diameter: 75–80mm (8% 
survives). Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D7.

5.11 Fossil plant stem

Fraser Hunter

A small crinoidea fossil fragment (SF955) is present among Benton’s 
assemblage but is not mentioned in her publication, leaving its 
find location unknown. Dr Andrew Ross (Curator of Palaeo-
biology at NMS) noted that such fossils have a wide distribution, 
making it diÊcult to determine whether it was found locally or 
further afield, although, given the nature of the site, it seems 
likely to have been deliberately brought there and deposited.

Although the use of fossils is better known in the Early 
Bronze Age (eg Oakley 1965a; 1965b) and Anglo-Saxon periods 
(eg Meaney 1981), a few examples are known from Iron Age sites. 
A cache of charmstones deposited in an older burial mound at 
Monquhitter, Aberdeenshire, included fossil sea urchins alongside 
a variety of striking natural stones, a flint tool and various unusual 
Iron Age items (Stevenson 1967), while a flattened cylindrical 
whetstone made from a badly worn plant fossil was found at 
Braehead enclosure, Glasgow (McLaren and Hunter 2007: 222, 
and unpublished archive report).

Outwith Scotland, a few examples were noted from the 
Meare West Lake Village, including a Pleisosaurus vertebra and 
an ammonite reused as a spindle whorl (Bulleid and Gray 1948: 
101, table x; Gray 1966: 410), while Lidbury Camp, Wiltshire, 
produced a fossil sea urchin in a pit (Cunnington 1917: 23). The 
evidence is scattered and unsynthesised but shows an interest in 
unusual found objects, both natural and ancient, as the flint at 
Monquhitter indicates. The Covesea fossil and the Monquhitter 
cache are both likely to represent deposition of valued or unusual 
objects in special places.

SF955 Fossil plant stem. Length: 16mm; width: 9mm; thickness: 
8mm. Unphased, Unstratified.

5.12 Orpiment

Gemma Cruickshanks

A small yellow mineral fragment (SF954; illus 5.57) recovered 
during Benton’s excavations has been confirmed as orpiment 
through X-ray diÉraction (XRD) analysis by Peter Davidson at 
National Museums Scotland. A second fragment found by Benton 
in grid square B4 (1931: 201) does not survive. Orpiment was 
employed as a yellow pigment and is traditionally associated with 
illuminating early medieval manuscripts but may have been used 
as a colourant for various purposes. A single fragment was found 
at Dunadd, Argyll (Lane and Campbell 2000: 212), but it is 

otherwise a very rare find and was certainly imported, most likely 
from the Mediterranean area. How this exotic mineral arrived at 
the Sculptor’s Cave is unknown, but it provides further evidence 
of exotic contacts. Its use as a pigment may be related to the 
samian sherds with abraded edges, which were probably ground 
to produce red pigment (see section 5.2.3), though there are no 
worked surfaces on the orpiment to confirm this.

SF954 (illus 5.57) Small yellow fragment of orpiment. Length: 
14mm; width: 10mm; thickness: 3mm. Unphased, Context: 
Benton Layer 1, grid square B6.

5.13 Glass

5.13.1 Glass objects

Fraser Hunter and Mary Davis

Introduction
The glass assemblage from the Sculptor’s Cave comprises eight 
beads (illus 5.58, 5.61), one small block of red glass (illus 5.58) and a 
piece of Roman vessel glass which is reported separately (section 
5.13.2; illus 5.59). All are from Benton’s excavations (apart from 
one bead (SF860) recovered from her spoil heap in 2014) and are 
thus eÉectively unstratified. They usefully demonstrate the prob-
lems of bead identification and the need to correlate typology and 
scientific analysis of composition. All had been studied by Marga-
ret Guido in her classic work on glass beads (1978) and categorised 
as either Iron Age (based on find circumstances) or, in two cases, 
Roman imports (table 5.28). Yet only four are typologically distinct-
ive – a yellow annular bead (SF860), a blue bead with a wave trail 
(SF864) and two strongly coloured green Roman beads (SF867, 
SF868)  – while a further bead (SF870) is a reused Roman glass 
sherd. The remainder are typologically nondescript. Scientific 
analysis (by energy-dispersive X-ray fluorescence in a scanning 

0 10mm

SF954

Illus 5.57

Illustration 5.57
Fragment of orpiment
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electron microscope, following the 
sampling methodology of Bronk and 
Freestone 2001) indicates that one of the 
beads (SF866) is Late Bronze Age, one 
early medieval (SF865) and one high 
medieval (SF869) (tables 5.29, 5.30; 
detailed methods are contained in the site 
archive, with summaries of the analytical 
findings incorporated into the catalogue 
entries below). The combination of typo-
logical study and scientific analysis is thus 
essential to make sense of any assemblage 
(Blackwell and Kirk 2015).

Late Bronze Age glass beads are rare 
finds in Scotland, with the only other 
known example coming from the Adab-
rock hoard on Lewis (Anderson 1911: 

Date Artefact Type (Guido 1978)

Late Bronze Age SF866 Opaque turquoise (Group 7 iv)

Iron Age/Roman Iron Age
SF864 Blue with white wave trail (Group 5 a)

SF860 Yellow (Class 8)

Roman

SF867 Green cuboidal

SF868 Green pentagonal

SF870 Reused Roman vessel base

Early medieval SF865 Translucent blue annular (Group 6 iv a)

High medieval SF869 Translucent pale green annular (Group 6 ii b/iii b)

Table 5.28
Summary of the glass beads from the Sculptor’s Cave

Bead Colour
Element

Na2O MgO Al2O3 SiO2 P2O5 SO2 Cl K2O CaO TiO2 MnO FeO CoO CuO ZnO SnO2 Sb2O3 PbO

SF860 Yellow 18.23 0.46 2.05 63.08 tr nd 0.97 0.45 4.52 tr tr 0.40 tr tr tr tr 0.18 9.08

SF864 Blue 17.70 0.38 2.19 70.22 tr 0.15 1.03 0.63 5.33 tr 0.77 0.76 0.20 tr tr nd nd tr

SF864 White 17.05 0.42 2.41 69.13 0.17 0.23 0.90 0.71 6.45 tr 0.34 0.35 nd tr tr nd 0.78 0.62

SF865 Blue 14.94 4.90 1.79 64.56 0.29 0.31 0.53 3.15 6.18 0.13 1.22 0.94 0.10 tr 0.24 nd nd 0.35

SF866 Light blue 16.28 0.18 0.87 68.38 tr 0.23 0.86 3.34 5.13 tr tr 0.23 nd 4.29 tr nd nd tr

SF867 Light blue 21.85 0.41 1.71 66.20 nd 0.35 1.46 0.33 5.34 tr tr 0.40 nd 1.44 tr nd nd 0.36

SF868 Green 19.65 0.83 2.30 66.18 0.13 0.36 1.20 0.34 4.08 0.19 0.44 1.13 tr 1.65 tr nd nd 1.43

SF869 Pale green 2.48 4.73 2.87 60.82 2.89 0.11 0.31 8.86 14.10 0.48 0.95 0.79 tr tr tr nd nd tr

Table 5.29
SEM EDS analysis of the glass beads from the Sculptor’s Cave (nd: not detected; tr: trace)

Bead Colour
Element

Na2O MgO Al2O3 SiO2 P2O5 SO2 Cl K2O CaO TiO2 MnO

SF860 Yellow 20.28 0.51 2.28 70.16 tr 0.00 1.08 0.50 5.03 tr tr

SF864 Blue 17.96 0.39 2.22 71.24 0.08 0.15 1.05 0.64 5.41 tr 0.78

SF864 White 17.42 0.43 2.47 70.64 0.17 0.24 0.92 0.72 6.59 tr 0.34

SF865 Blue 15.24 5.00 1.83 65.88 0.29 0.32 0.54 3.21 6.30 0.13 1.25

SF866 Light blue 17.08 0.18 0.91 71.73 tr 0.24 0.90 3.51 5.38 tr tr

SF867 Light blue 22.37 0.42 1.75 67.76 tr 0.36 1.49 0.34 5.47 tr tr

SF868 Green 20.53 0.87 2.41 69.15 0.14 0.37 1.25 0.36 4.26 0.20 0.46

SF869 Pale green 2.51 4.80 2.91 61.70 2.93 0.11 0.31 8.98 14.30 0.48 0.96

Table 5.30
SEM EDS analysis of the ‘base’ glass composition of the beads from the Sculptor’s Cave normalised to 100% (tr: trace)
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34). They are more common in Ireland and southern Britain 
(Henderson 1988; 1989), and their virtual absence in Scotland 
probably relates to the small number of excavated settlements of 
this period.

The yellow annular bead (Guido’s Class 8) is a typical local 
Iron Age product, but the blue wave-trail bead is altogether rarer 
in north-east Scotland, where only three other examples have 
been recorded (one from Alford and two provenanced only to 
Aberdeenshire; Guido 1978: 132; Foulds 2014: nos 17616, 17618 
= Aberdeen University Museums 15532, 15533). The type is a 
long-lived one, from the Iron Age to the early medieval period, 
but compositional analysis indicates that this example is Romano-
British and probably best seen as a Roman import (they are 
regular finds on Roman sites in Britain). Certain Roman imports 
are the two strongly coloured green beads and the tubular base 
sherd from a glass vessel reused as a bead. Interestingly, all three 
clearly Roman finds show heavy wear, with damage worn 
smooth by extended use; while all beads from the site show 
evidence of use, none are so pronounced as these visibly exotic 
Roman ones.

The Late Bronze Age and Iron Age/Roman beads fit the 
main periods of artefact deposition in the cave, while the early 
and high medieval examples suggest continued intermittent 
visitors.

There is also an intriguing small block of opaque red glass 
(SF871) from Benton’s excavations, with flaking of the edges 
suggesting pieces have been removed. Its shape and composition 
indicate that it is a Roman tessera. Such small glass blocks were 
used within the empire to make up designs in floor mosaics 
(although rarely in Britain; Neal and Cosh 2002: 20) or other 
architectural decoration, such as designs on interior walls; 
examples are known from the frontier zone, for instance from 
Castlecary on the Antonine Wall (Christison et al 1903: 338). 
They occur on a few Scottish early medieval sites, where it is 
usually argued that they were imported as raw material in glass-
working (summarised in Lane and Campbell 2000: 173; 
Campbell 2006: 102). In a Roman Iron Age context (as is likely 
here), it is a most unusual find. Its colour is striking and a number 
of other aspects of the site assemblage suggest an interest in 
colour, notably the orpiment and the reused samian, although, 
unlike these, the glass could not readily be ground up for 
pigment. Its likely use would be as an inlay in glass jewellery or 
enamel on metalwork, and it was presumably brought to the 
cave as a token either of the craft process or for its colour 
symbolism. Evidence for glass-working and enamelling is rare 
in Iron Age Scotland (Hunter 2015a: 235), although surviving 
products show that the technique was widely used. Red glass is 
particularly rare: there is some very limited evidence for its use 
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SF870

SF864 SF865
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Glass beads and tessera
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in jewellery, but its more common role was for glass inlays or 
enamels on copper alloy. The Moray Firth coast had a strong 
Iron Age glass-working tradition, and excavations at Culduthel, 
near Inverness, recovered red glass-working debris (Hunter 
forthcoming c).

Catalogue
SF860 (illus 5.58) Iron Age annular opaque yellow bead with 
near-circular section, flattened internally at perforation; faces 
slightly worn from use (Guido 1978: 73–6, Class 8). The 
composition is particularly close to similar beads from Birnie, 
which probably date from the first to second centuries ad (Davis 
in prep). The Sculptor’s Cave bead is coloured using lead 
antimonate, the most common yellow colourant for this period. 
External diameter: 8mm; height: 2.8mm; perforation diameter: 
2.8mm. Unphased, Context: Benton’s spoil heap.

SF864 (illus 5.58) Annular trail-decorated bead with tapered 
D-section; translucent mid-blue with sinuous white opaque trail. 
Wear on surfaces and around perforation edges, where there is 
also extensive use-polish. Typologically distinctive but a long-
lived type, from Iron Age to early medieval (Guido 1978: 132, 
Group 5a). The elemental composition of both the blue and pale 
glass is similar to many Romano-British glass vessels dating from 
the first to third centuries ad. The blue colour is due to the 
addition of cobalt. The white decoration contains antimony and 
has slightly elevated calcium and lead oxide levels, indicating that 
this colour is produced by the inclusion of calcium antimonite 
(Shortland 2002). The addition of lead may have eased the 
decorating process by lowering the melting point of the white 
glass as it was applied. External diameter: 16.3mm; height: 
7.6–9.3mm; perforation diameter: 6.9mm. Unphased, Context: 
Benton Layer 1, grid square D6.

SF865 (illus 5.58) Annular translucent mid-blue bead, 
D-sectioned with flattened faces. Surfaces worn, with polish 
and chipping from use around the perforation. Typologically 
long-lived (Guido 1978: 155, Group 6 iva; Guido gives the 
wrong number). The bead is predominantly a soda-lime silica 
(natron) glass but has elevated levels of magnesia, potash and 
phosphorus oxide, all indicative of the addition of plant ash, 
suggestive of a date in the sixth century ad or later (Freestone et 
al 2008: 40). However, if the oxides associated with plant ash 
glass (magnesia, potash and phosphorus oxides) are replaced 
with values normally associated with Romano-British soda-
lime-silica glass, the values of other elements such as soda, silica 
and lime within the base glass match those of the other dark blue 
glass beads from the site. This suggests that, at some point after 
the mid-sixth century ad, a first- to third-century cobalt blue 
glass was augmented with plant ash before being formed into a 
bead. External diameter: 18.3–19.3mm; height: 8.5–9.2mm; 
perforation diameter: 6.4mm. Unphased, Context: Benton 
Layer 1, grid square C7.

SF866 (illus 5.58) Opaque turquoise, slightly irregular barrel-
shaped bead; surface decayed but clearly well-used as the 
perforation is oval at one end from wear. Slightly tapered section. 
Typologically undiagnostic (Guido 1978: 172, Group 7 iv). The 
composition of this bead is distinct from the others and can be 

interpreted as a ‘low magnesium high potassium’ (LMHK) glass 
characteristic of the later Bronze Age in Britain (Paynter 2014) 
and Europe (Henderson 1988; Brill 1992). It may be locally 
produced, perhaps at Culbin Sands. External diameter: 
9.2–9.6mm; height: 5.7–6.8mm; perforation diameter: 4.6mm. 
Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square A5.

SF867 (illus 5.58, 5.61) Elongated cuboidal translucent turquoise 
bead; Roman in both form and analysis (Guido 1978: 214). 
Heavily worn, with chipping at both ends and along edges. 
Although similar in colour to bead SF866, its composition and 
shape are diÉerent. It is similar in its base glass elements to 
other Romano-British glass beads from the Sculptor’s Cave, 
which form a group of soda-lime-silica glasses similar to 
imported British vessel glass from the first to third centuries ad. 
The colourant is copper, but in much smaller quantities than 
SF866. Dimensions: 28.4mm × 5.1mm × 4.8mm; perforation 
diameter: 2mm. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid 
square C7.

SF868 (illus 5.58, 5.61) Pentagonal-sectioned translucent Roman 
jade-green bead with longitudinal surface striations and slight 
collar at ends from manufacture. Heavily used, with a flake at one 
end worn smooth by subsequent wear. Classed as Roman by both 
form and composition (Guido 1978: 217). Length: 8.6mm; 
external diameter: 8.3mm; perforation diameter: 2.6mm. 
Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square D3.

SF869 (illus 5.58) Translucent pale green annular bead, slightly 
tapered D-sectioned with flattened faces showing abrasion from 
wear. Slightly irregular and oÉ-centre perforation. Typologically 
undiagnostic, as is demonstrated by the fact that Guido (1978: 
145, 152) mistakenly catalogues this bead twice, as Group 6 iib 
and Group 6 iiib. The low soda levels, plus the elevated magnesia, 
potash, lime and phosphorus oxide levels clearly mark this as a 
‘forest’ glass, which typically used wood ash for the alkali and is 
of a composition used throughout the medieval period in northern 
Europe (Meek 2011). The colour is probably due to traces of iron 
oxide introduced as an impurity. External diameter: 11–11.8mm; 
height: 4–4.8mm; perforation diameter: 5mm. Unphased, 
Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square C6.

SF870 (illus 5.58, 5.61) Sherd from the tubular base ring of a 
Roman glass vessel (see section 5.13.2) reused as an irregular 
elongated clear glass bead (Ingemark 2014: 159, fig 3.25.1.1). 
Fracture surface at the bottom deliberately abraded smooth. 
The edges show fine flaking from fracture which has been 
smoothed from use. One side has flaked again in use, with 
subsequent wear smoothing this fracture. Dimensions: 15mm × 
7.5mm; thickness: 8mm. Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, 
grid square C6.

SF871 (illus 5.58) Approximately triangular opaque red glass 
tessera, the parallel faces slightly matt from production, the others 
glossier where broken from initial shaping and subsequent removal 
of fragments for secondary use (notably a facet from one corner). 
Two sides form an original corner; it probably started life as an 
irregular square, broken diagonally into the desired shape. Form 
and analysis confirm this is a Roman tessera. Dimensions: 9mm × 
6.2mm × 6.8mm. Unphased, Unstratified.
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5.13.2 Roman vessel glass

Dominic Ingemark and Fraser Hunter

Two sherds of Roman glass were recovered from the Sculptor’s 
Cave (Ingemark 2014: 47, fig 3.4.4.1; 159, fig 3.25.1.1; 249). Both 
derive from what were most likely drinking vessels. A reused 
Roman tessera is described in section 5.13.1.

A small fragment of clear snake-thread glass with an opaque 
blue trail (SF872; illus 5.59) belongs to a cup, beaker or flask, 
manufactured in the late second or early third century ad. 
Although there is no way of judging how long it circulated before 
deposition, the freshness of the fracture surfaces suggests that the 
transformation from vessel to sherd took place not long before 
deposition. The absence of other sherds, however, indicates that 
the vessel was not smashed in the cave, and the single sherd was 
presumably brought there as a token. Although snake-thread glass 
is rare in Roman Britain, a similar sherd has been found at Culbin 
Sands (Ingemark 2014).

The other fragment (SF870; worked into a bead) derives from 
a small tubular-rimmed deep bowl of Isings Form 44a, dating to 
around ad 70–160/70. A fragment of a similar vessel, also worked 
into a bead, was recovered from a burial at Dalmeny Park, 
Midlothian (Brown 1915; Ingemark 2014: 159, 258).

Catalogue
SF870 (illus 5.58, 5.61) Base ring fragment of pale green tubular-
rimmed bowl, reused as a bead (see section 5.13.1 for full catalogue 
entry). Unphased, Context: Benton Layer 1, grid square C6.

SF872 (illus 5.59) Small body fragment of clear snake-thread 
glass with an opaque blue trail, from a cup, beaker or flask. 

Applied trail with horizontal slashes. Dimensions: 26mm  × 
7mm × 5.3mm. Unphased, Unstratified.

5.14 Discussion

Gemma Cruickshanks, Fraser Hunter, Ian Armit and 
Lindsey Büster

5.14.1 Introduction

A rich assemblage of nearly 1100 artefacts was deposited in the 
Sculptor’s Cave between the Late Bronze Age and Late Roman 
Iron Age (table 5.31). The assemblage is dominated by decorative 
personal items in copper alloy, bone, amber, shale and glass, and a 
large number of Roman coins. Prosaic, everyday artefacts, such as 

SF872

0 15mm

Illus 5.59

Illustration 5.59
Roman vessel glass fragment

Artefact group Benton Shepherds Büster/Armit Total Notes

Copper alloy: Late Bronze Age 16 4 – 20 –

Copper alloy: Iron Age/Roman Iron Age 65 7 – 72 Includes multiple items probably from one necklace

Iron 1 3 – 4 Modern material excluded

Lead 2 – – 2 –

Amber 8 – – 8 –

Glass 8 – 1 9 –

Coarse pottery 317 309 2 628 Min. 20 vessels

Samian 5 – – 5 –

Worked bone/antler/teeth/shell 50 15 – 65 –

Coarse stone 9 6 – 15 –

Roman coins 230 14 – 244 148 now identifiable

Shale 3 1 – 4 –

Total 714 359 3 1076 –

Table 5.31
Summary of artefact assemblage from each excavation campaign at the Sculptor’s Cave. Lithics have been excluded, as they are probably residual.
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coarse stone tools and simple bone points, make up a notably 
small component of the assemblage. The large number of pottery 
sherds represents a minimum of 20 vessels. This unusual 
assemblage composition raises questions regarding the nature of 
its deposition and the function of the site, reflecting a largely 
ceremonial role where artefacts were brought for ritualised 
deposition rather than everyday use.

Excluding coins, modern items and lithics, and counting the 
minimum number of vessels rather than sherds, 41% of the 
assemblage comprises personal ornaments, with tools forming 
27% (illus 5.60). Items relating to food and drink (pottery, glass 
vessel sherds, a spoon), toilet/grooming objects (eg tweezers and a 
comb), possible gaming counters and fasteners all make up much 
smaller proportions, and several of the fasteners were in fact 
probably associated with personal ornaments. Only a single item 
relating to weaponry was recovered: a copper alloy hilt plate, 
which is notably at odds with the violence evident on some of the 
Roman Iron Age human remains.

5.14.2 Manufacturing, repair and repurpose

The presence of tools and unfinished objects would normally be 
used as an indication of on-site manufacturing. Although there 
are a few unfinished artefacts (four bone, one antler and one 
copper alloy), it is notable that there is no debitage to confirm in 
situ production such as bone- or antler-working debris, copper 
alloy droplets/oÉcuts, slag or hammerscale. This is confirmed not 
only by the Shepherd excavations, but also by more recent 
excavation of Benton’s spoil heap (box section 2). Given the ritual 
nature of this site, it is plausible that all the items were brought for 
deposition rather than indicating activities which took place at 
the cave. The craft-related items may therefore represent symbols 
of particular crafts or activities which were selected for deposition.

The cushion stone and finely shaped whetstone/burnishers 
attest to the shaping and sharpening of sheet metal and metal 
blades, while hide preparation is represented by three bone hide-
rubbers. A selection of bone and copper alloy needles, possible 
bone weaving batons and lead whorls represent textile 
manufacturing. This is relatively well represented among the 
tools (11 items), suggesting textile crafts were particularly highly 
valued. While hide-working and textile manufacturing were 

probably undertaken on most sites, metalworking required more 
specialised skills and was likely to have been more restricted 
(Hunter 2015a: 228). The other tools are all multi-functional, 
such as bone points or cobble tools which may have been utilised 
for a range of tasks.

A few objects show evidence of repair and reuse, such as a 
bone shaft point (SF843) and a kite-shaped needle (SF815), which 
continued in use after their points were broken. Evidence of 
repurposing is also present: a shale bangle was portioned up into 
bead roughouts; two samian sherds (SF915, SF917) had their 
edges ground, possibly for pigment; and a Roman glass vessel rim 

was refashioned into a bead (SF870). Nine of the Roman coins 
had been pierced, one of which still retains a double link for 
suspension, suggesting they had been reused as personal 
ornaments; some may have been part of an imported Roman 
necklace (illus 5.61).

5.14.3 Chronological summary

The artefacts from Sculptor’s Cave are dated by a combination of 
typological comparison, stratigraphic position, compositional 
analysis and radiocarbon dated contexts. Certain objects, 
especially Late Bronze Age and Roman metalwork, are distinct, 
and their production can be dated with confidence. Other, plainer 
artefacts, such as the flat-rimmed pottery, stone tools and simple 
bone tools, are long-lived types that have to be dated from their 
context, which is often lacking in this case.

Early prehistory
The only diagnostically early prehistoric objects at the Sculptor’s 
Cave are two flint artefacts recovered by Benton. Both are 
broadly dated to between the Early Neolithic and Middle Bronze 

11%

26%

8%
6%

41%

1%

7%
Food/drink

Tools

Fastener/�tting

Toilet/grooming

Personal ornament

Weaponry

Gaming?

Illus 5.60

Illustration 5.60
Functional composition of the Sculptor’s Cave artefact assemblage. 
Coins, iron (mostly modern), lithics (mostly unworked fragments) and 
items of unknown or obscure function omitted. Number of vessels rather 

than sherds represented

Illus 5.61

Illustration 5.61
A selection of possible Roman necklace components
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Age (section 5.6), making them the 
earliest definite evidence for human 
activity in the cave. Ballin points out 
that, contrary to lithic assemblages from 
terrestrial sites in Moray, the Sculptor’s 
Cave objects are not sand-blasted, 
suggesting that they were deposited in 
the cave soon after their use in the early 
prehistoric period rather than having 
been collected elsewhere and brought to 
the site in later prehistory. The worked 
red deer antler (SF847) found two feet 
(c 0.6m) below the non-anthropogenic 
clay (section 2.2.3) is not typologically 
distinct, but can be dated stratigraphically 
to the Middle Bronze Age or earlier.

Late Bronze Age (Phase 1)
A range of Late Bronze Age artefacts (illus 
5.62) suggest that this was the beginning 
of regular human activity, or at least arte-
fact deposition, within the cave. Table 
5.32 shows the finds which can be attrib-
uted to this phase by various means. 
Interestingly, the bead (SF866) is unlikely 
to have been recognised as Late Bronze 
Age without compositional analysis, as it 
was from a mixed layer and is a rare type. 
Beads can easily intrude earlier contexts 
due to their small size.

Material Type Stratigraphy Typology Composition

Non-ferrous metalwork

Hair ring 2 y y

Gold leaf fragment – y? y

Penannular bracelet 1 y y

Pin 1 y y

Glass Bead – – y

Coarse stone Cobble tool 1 n/a

Flint Bipolar core with retouch 1 y n/a

Iron Fragment 1 n/a

Shale Bangle fragment 1 – n/a

Worked bone

Point 9 – n/a

Hide-rubber 1 – n/a

Fitting 1 – n/a

Other 1 – n/a

Table 5.32
Summary of artefacts (excluding pottery) which can be assigned to the Late Bronze Age by stratigraphy, typology or composition

Illus 5.62

Illustration 5.62
Late Bronze Age metalwork

Material Type Stratigraphy 

Iron
Rod 1

Wire 1

Stone Cobble tool 3

Table 5.33
Summary of artefacts (excluding pottery) which can be assigned to the Iron Age phase by 

stratigraphy (typology and composition not diagnostic)
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Iron Age (Phase 2)
Though radiocarbon dating has shown there to be considerable 
(perhaps continuous) activity in the cave between the Late Bronze 
Age and Roman Iron Age, the only stratified material, apart from 
pottery (Fabrics A, C, D and F), are three coarse stone objects and 
two iron objects (table 5.33). A copper alloy pin (SF114) from 
Phase 2/3 is not shown on the accompanying tables.

Roman Iron Age (Phase 3)
Although very few artefacts were recovered from the surviving 
Phase 3 deposits (which were in any case highly disturbed), finds 
from this period are markedly more typologically or comp-
ositionally distinct than for the Pre-Roman Iron Age, and many 

of the copper alloy items can be split into indigenous, Roman or 
Roman-inspired forms (table 5.34).

The distinctive Roman material comprises a large number of 
coins, samian and glass sherds, beads, jewellery and a spoon 
fragment. Seven of the copper alloy objects, along with the Roman 
beads and perhaps some perforated coins, are interpreted as 
deriving from a single necklace (illus 5.61), while the coins were 
most likely deposited as a group. As discussed in section 5.7, most 
of the Roman material is consistent with a fourth-century deposit. 
The earlier samian had been reused and may well have survived 
until the fourth century (section 5.2.3); only the unworn fragment 
of snake-thread glass, dating to the late second/early third century 
(section 5.13.2), provides a suggestion of earlier material.

Material Type Stratigraphy
Typology

Composition
I R RI U

Non-ferrous metalwork

Spoon – – y – – y

Padlock and key – – – y – y

Fasteners – – y – y y

Pins – y – – – y

Finger rings – y y – y y

Penannular brooch – – – – y y

Bracelet – – y – – y

Necklace components – – y – – y

Belt fittings – – y – – y

Personal grooming – – y y – y

Needle – – – – y y

Lead whorl – – – – y y

Hilt guard – – – – y y

Uncertain – – – – – y

Fragment 2 – – – – y

Glass Beads – y? y y? – y

Coins – – – y – – n/a

Amber* Beads – y? – – – n/a

Pottery Samian – – y – – n/a

Stone Gaming counters – – – y? – n/a

Worked bone
Pins – y? – y? – n/a

Comb – y? – y? – n/a

Table 5.34
Summary of artefacts (excluding coarse pottery) which can be assigned to the Roman Iron Age by stratigraphy, typology or composition. 
I: indigenous, R: Roman, RI: Roman-inspired, U: undiagnostic but post-Late Bronze Age. *The amber beads could potentially be Late Bronze Age
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Artefacts which are typologically indigenous are almost all 
jewellery items: projecting-headed pins, a spiral finger ring, glass 
beads, bone pins and a miniature bone comb.

Early medieval
The X-headed (SF807) and barrel-headed (SF808) pins have early 
medieval parallels, as does the example with a perforated circular 
head (SF809), while scientific analysis of the composition of 
one of the beads (SF865) showed that it is probably of this date 
(section 5.13.1). The rarity of finds reflects the apparent absence of 
archaeological deposits dating to this period.

Medieval and later
A pale green annular bead (SF869) has a composition consistent 
with medieval glass beads and may have been dropped or left by a 
later visitor to the site (section 5.13.1).

5.14.4 Spatial patterning and structured deposition

Although it is not possible to identify the exact findspots of the 
Benton material, most of her finds were identified to the ten-foot 
grid square. Though the lack of detailed contextual information 
limits in-depth analysis of deposition (eg we do not know if 
items within the same grid square were found together or placed 
in a pit), we can, therefore, still look at broad patterns and gain a 
sense of changing depositional trends over time. It is also possible 
to combine the Benton and Shepherd finds assemblages within a 
series of ‘heat maps’ based on the Benton grid to examine some 
issues related to the spatial patterning of the material.

Visual inspection of the overall finds distribution does not 
immediately reveal any clear patterning (illus 5.63; see illus 2.2 
for grid square concordance). Nonetheless, clear diÉerences are 
visible between the spatial patterning of the Late Bronze Age and 
Iron Age/Roman Iron Age metalwork. The earlier material is 
concentrated in the two entrance passages and, most especially, in 
the front half of the cave interior (illus 5.64A, B). The sole 
exception is the group of six of the ten Late Bronze Age hair 
rings, which were recovered from C9 in the middle of the back 
wall of the cave (Benton 1931: 181), most likely deposited as a 
hoard. One of the other hair rings was found ‘hidden in the 
Bronze Age clay, beneath a shelf of the rocks’ in grid square D2, 
against the eastern wall of the east entrance passage (ibid: 182). 
Given the likely intrinsic value of the metal, is it interesting that 
such a large proportion of the hair rings appear to have been 
deliberately hidden.

By contrast, Roman Iron Age/Roman material was deposited 
much more evenly across the cave interior (illus 5.64C). This 
suggests that the locus of deposition changed significantly 
between the two periods. This pattern would be even more 
marked if the Roman coins were added (illus 5.65). Although the 
coins have been suggested as a possible hoard (section 5.7.3), 
analysis of the heat maps reveals some complexities. Plotting 
those coins which can be attributed to grid square (illus 5.65A) 
reveals a dense concentration around B4 with scatter elsewhere. 
If, however, the genuine Roman examples and the copies are 
plotted separately (illus 5.65B, C), significant diÉerences can be 
discerned. First, the more numerous copies form an even more 
distinct cluster around B4, suggestive of a single depositional 

event, with coins dispersed to a moderate extent through later 
disturbance (illus 5.65C). Genuine Roman coins show a broader 
distribution, only partly overlapping with the copies, and have 
no particular spatial concentration (illus 5.65B). It is hard to see 
these two groups as relating to the same depositional event. The 
most likely explanation is that a hoard of a few originals and a 
large number of copies formed a distinct coin deposit originally 
placed within grid square B4, while a few other genuine coins of 
the same broad date were scattered in separate events around the 
cave. Plotting the pierced coins suggests that most could relate to 
the putative hoard (illus 5.65D).

Worked bone, though almost certainly conflating material 
from diÉerent periods, is generally evenly spread across the cave 
interior, but with a noticeable concentration in the East Passage 
(illus 5.66). The shale, glass and amber show a slight bias towards 
the east side of the cave interior (illus 5.67), with complete 
avoidance of the entrance passages. The few coarse stone and iron 
objects show little obvious patterning (illus 5.68).

Components of the putative Roman necklace (section 5.7.2) 
are dispersed throughout the central area of the cave. This may 
indicate more than one necklace, or more likely multiple strands 
deposited separately; the extremely unusual nature of many of the 
components in a Scottish context makes it unlikely that they were 
individual deposits (illus 5.69A). Indeed, limiting the plot to the 
non-ferrous metal components suggests that parts of a single 
necklace may well be distributed against the east wall of the cave 
interior in grid squares D2–D4 (illus 5.69A).

The high number of intact items which were still usable at 
the time of their deposition suggests that they were not merely 
casually discarded. The high sherd to vessel ratio also suggests that 
some pots were whole when deposited, while a ‘mutton bone’ 
apparently found within one of the Late Bronze Age pots in the 
East Passage (Benton 1931: 190) suggests that some of the vessels 
may have contained oÉerings.

5.14.5 Wider context

Parallels for the Late Bronze Age assemblage come from Croig 
Cave, Mull, where recent excavations uncovered a Late Bronze 
Age bracelet and amber bead of similar types to those found at the 
Sculptor’s Cave (Mithen and Wicks 2012). The Heathery Burn 
Cave in Co. Durham has also produced a similar Late Bronze Age 
assemblage, though with far more metalwork, including weapons 
and pins (Britton and Longworth 1968), and there are extensive 
parallels further afield (such as the Belgian cave sites of Trou de 
Han and Trou del Leuve; Warmenbol 2015: 56–7, 71–2).

For the Roman Iron Age, the closest Scottish parallel, in 
terms of its artefactual assemblage, is Borness Cave in Kirk-
cudbrightshire, south-west Scotland (Corrie et al 1874; Clarke 
1875; 1878). The site was dug in the late nineteenth century and 
contextual information is lacking (not least due to the use of 
‘MacKie’s patent cotton gunpowder’ to dislodge the cave deposits 
(Clarke 1875: 306)), but the assemblage comprises a range of 
worked bone, pins and small decorative items similar to those 
from the Sculptor’s Cave. Diagnostic artefacts point towards a 
Roman Iron Age date, but recent radiocarbon dating of one of 
the infant skulls from the site, by National Museums Scotland, 
produced a date of 1006–844 cal bc at 95.4% probability 
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Illustration 5.63
Distribution of all artefacts (excluding pottery and coins) for which spatial information is available
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Illustration 5.64
Distribution of (A) Late Bronze Age metalwork by artefact type, (B) all Late Bronze Age metalwork, and (C) Iron Age/Roman Iron 

Age non-ferrous metalwork, for which spatial information is available
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Illustration 5.65
Distribution of (A) all coins, (B) Roman issues, (C) copies and (D) pierced coins, for which spatial information is available
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(SUERC-61320; Sheridan et al 2015). The combination of Late 
Bronze Age infant skulls and Roman Iron Age artefacts is 
strikingly similar to the Sculptor’s Cave. Clarke pointed out that 
Borness is one of several caves on the same stretch of coastline in 
which substantial animal bone deposits are easily discovered 
(1878: 675), suggesting that Borness, like the Sculptor’s Cave, 
could be part of a wider local tradition.

Elsewhere in Scotland there are hints of similar sites, though 
many were early excavations and details are often lacking. The 
series of coastal caves at Wemyss in Fife have produced Roman 
Iron Age artefacts (mainly pottery) and Pictish carvings; also in 
Fife, Constantine’s Cave and Kinkell Cave have wall carvings 
and an unusual spectrum of Roman finds and craft activities (eg 
Wace and Jehu 1915; Hunter 1996: 119). A pair of caves at 
Archerfield, East Lothian, produced human remains along with 
pottery and glass bangle fragments of Roman Iron Age date 
(Cree 1909), while the Rhodes Links Cave, North Berwick, 
revealed juvenile human remains and a Roman Iron Age bronze 
ibex-headed pin very similar to those found at the Sculptor’s 
Cave (Richardson 1907).

High Pasture Cave on Skye (Birch et al forthcoming) has 
similar evidence of structured deposition but the activity there is 
concentrated between the Early Iron Age and Late Pre-Roman 
Iron Age. The character of the assemblage is very diÉerent and 
comprises many more ‘everyday’ items, such as several hundred 
cobble tools, some of which were deposited in caches, along with 
rarer and decorative items, including iron pins and a wooden 
musical instrument bridge. Without more sites for comparison, it 
is diÊcult to say whether the diÉerent character of the assemblages 
is due to diÉering chronology or local ritual traditions.

5.14.6 The context of the Late Roman Iron Age material

The Late Roman material at the Sculptor’s Cave is exceptional in 
a Scottish context. Not only is Late Roman material generally 
rare, but it is particularly scarce in north-east Scotland (Hunter 
2014a). Hunter has argued for a major shift in relations between 
peoples in north-east Scotland and the Roman world between the 
first/second century and the later third/fourth century, with an 
initial period of regular small-scale contact in the late first and 

mid-second centuries, a phase of intensive diplomatically and 
politically driven contact in the later second and early third 
century, and then deliberate severing of relations in the later third 
and fourth century, either to undermine groups built up by Rome 
or in reaction to the emergence of the anti-Roman Picts (2007b; 
2014a).

Reconsideration of the finds from the Sculptor’s Cave along 
with recent discoveries allows a more nuanced picture to be 
proposed. While the overall pattern remains coherent, subtleties 
are becoming apparent. In ‘southern Pictland’, south of the 
Mounth, the absence of Late Roman material is striking. To the 
north, a glance at a distribution map shows a curl of findspots 
around the Moray firthlands, suggesting that the whole zone saw 
some Late Roman contact, while a gold crossbow brooch, a badge 
of oÊcial status ‘from the shores of the Moray Firth’, oÉers a 
tantalising hint of diplomatic or oÊcial connections (Hunter 
2014a: fig 2b; Curle 1932: 392, fig 36, no. 4). Yet the distribution 
is notably thin on the southern shore of the Firth. From Moray, 
only three finds are known: the Sculptor’s Cave material, a small 
group of Late Roman coins from Burghead which are not securely 
provenanced and a single Late Roman coin from Clarkly Hill, 
some 2km to its south-east (Bateson and Holmes 2013: 229; Nick 
Holmes pers comm). These are weak grounds for proposing 
significant Late Roman links, especially in contrast to the quantity 
of earlier finds from the area.

However, the presence of the silver pin and tweezers from the 
Sculptor’s Cave suggests more material was in circulation than we 
are seeing, as they must be made from recycled Roman silver. The 
hacked silver elements of the Gaulcross hoard, some 35km along 
the coast, indicate connections to the circulation systems of Late 
Roman silver (Goldberg et al 2015; Noble et al 2016), probably in 
the fifth century; the Sculptor’s Cave dating suggests some silver 
was already available in the fourth century. Rare finds of fourth-
century gold and silver coins from Aberdeenshire (two solidi and 
a siliqua; Macdonald 1918: 247; Bland and Loriot 2010: 294–5, nos 
704, 706) are further evidence of some precious metal reaching 
the area, though these could have had a lengthy circulation before 
arrival. The mechanisms behind the movement of silver beyond 
the frontiers in the Late Roman period are extensively debated, 
though a good case can be made for much being connected to 
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Illustration 5.66
Distribution of worked bone/antler/teeth/shell artefacts, for which spatial information is available
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Illustration 5.67

Distribution of decorative materials: (A) shale, (B) glass, (C) amber and (D) orpiment, for which spatial information 
is available
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Illustration 5.68
Distribution of (A) iron and (B) coarse stone tools, for which spatial information is available
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Illustration 5.69
Distribution of (A) all possible and (B) non-ferrous Late Roman necklace components, for which spatial information 

is available
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diplomacy or the payment of war bands rather than loot (Painter 
2013).

Thus the picture becomes more complex, but the general 
absence of Late Roman material from north-east Scotland remains 
striking. In this empty map, the nature and range of the Sculptor’s 
Cave material are exceptional, and it is tempting to link it to 
exceptional events. Loot and plunder are often lazily invoked to 
explain Roman material in barbaricum. Such views fail to explain 
the very selective nature of Roman material which came north; 
the bulk of evidence looks much more like policies of selective 
adoption in the light of diplomatic and political connections with 
the Roman world (Hunter 2001). The Sculptor’s Cave stands out 
as an exception to this picture in its date and unique or near-
unique material. Here perhaps one can raise the question of loot 
and plunder. The ‘barbarian conspiracy’ of ad 367 provides a 
historical hook for Pictish raids far to the south, but this is better 
seen as an exemplar of a wider process than a one-oÉ event (Laing 

and Laing 1986; Hunter 2010a: 103–4). But against this we must 
balance the evidence of the silver finds, suggesting wider access to 
Roman prestige material. These two angles  – plunder and 
diplomacy – are not unconnected, and we may suspect that both 
were at play on the Moray Firth in the fourth century.

5.14.7 Conclusions

The unusual composition and spatial patterning of the Sculptor’s 
Cave assemblage suggest that the artefacts were deposited in a 
structured manner relating to ritualised activity within the cave 
over a long period. The prevalence of personal ornaments suggests 
that individual identity was an important theme, perhaps related 
to the deposition of human remains. Though deposition appears 
to peak in the Late Bronze Age and Roman Iron Age, the artefacts 
also hint at more ephemeral earlier and later activity, revealing 
many millennia of visitors to this cave.
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